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Continuation of Sketch Book 
No 20, from page 336 of a pa 
per stitched book to the close of 1846. 
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continuedl 
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If it be true that a skull 
has been dug from the ground 
near this Rock, perforated with 
a ball, little or no doubt re 
mains that it is the place where the 
Col. was interred, and it agrees pretty 
well with the description given me 
by Phineus Munn of this town, who 
assisted in burying him. At any 
rate this rock is very near the spot 
where the Colonel fell. Hendrick’s In 
dians must have been further ad 
vanced when the firing commenced. 

A monument created on this rock 
would be very satisfactory to travel 
ers who pass on the road. 

Note : When I first visited this 
ground about 30 years ago, the 
road was about 20 rods west of 
the present road, which now passes 
near the rock, and this distance of 
the rock, east of the road, at that time 
created some doubts owing the 
identity of the rock; but it is uncertain 

where 
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the road was at the time of the ambus 
cade; but if Williams’ skull 
has been dug from the ground, 
as it is asserted, it is certain the 
Colonel fell at or near, the road 
Mr Van Schaar , who was with 
McGinnis and Fulsom, in the 
attack Deishau’s defeated troops 
informed me that he saw Col. 
Williams’ dead body near the 
road. 

Friday Morn fair, wind SW. 
and the day fair, and so warm 
that fire was unnecessary in my 
room: at evening some rain 
fell and still warm air pre 
vailed. Some thunder was 
heard. 

Saturday . Morn fair, wind N 
and cooler air, day fair & pleasant 
A letter from my son to his wife 
of the 4 th inst. says his party is in 
West Chazy camp in a tent, and 
have a hunter to procure game, 
fish &c, and to cook for them. 

He finds his camp box very conve 
nient; but is not its transporta 
tion difficult without roads? 
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The workmen on our rail 
road are now laying the rods 
on the road from Bloody brook 
to Cheapside and intend to com 
plete it the bridge at the latter 
place in a short time; they are 
also erecting a depot on Mar 
tin’s hill opposite to our village, 
of the unwise choice of the route 
from long hill to the bridge I 
have already expressed by opin 
ion. If the embankments over 
the deep ravines prove durable 
it will be beyond my expect 
ations. 

Sunday . Fair morn, wind 
NE; strong frost last night; the 
day clear & very pleasant. 

Some of our street maples show the 
high autumnal yellow, while others 
still retain their green hue. 

A Catholic assembly this day at 
our town house, composed of Irish 
laborers, on the rail-road & a Catho 
lie priest who seemed to command 
implicit obedience of his dogmas. In 
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In the various systems of religi 
on now prevailing, how few of 
the people even examine the found 
ation of their belief? If bom in a 
Catholic country they are follow 
ers of the scheme their taught, and the 
same holds true in all other systems, 
each believing their own is the 
only true one from the Deity. 

But setting aside forms & rituals 
as of little or no importance, 
that religion is best which enforces 
the best moral principles, and makes 
the best members of society: or 
as says the Poet 

“For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight 
His cant be wrong whose life is in the right.” 1 
But it is a question whether 
mankind are susceptible if a 
philosophical religion, which 
looks through nature up to 
nature’s God.” 

In Catholic countries the com 

mon people take up their religious belief 

from the priesthood whom they 

suppose infallible. Nor in [ ] 

and countries where religion is founded 

on mystery, is belief very different. 


1 Alexander Pope, Essay on Man 
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Monday . Fair morn, wind 
NE; afternoon wind to SW. and 
very pleasant weather, the ground 
dry and springs low- 
For some time we have little in 
telligence from the seat of war. By 
the last accounts it appears that 
the Mexicans were collecting a force 
to meet our army, and a battle is 
looked for; but I think they will 
not attempt a general action, unless 
they possess some strong places well 
fortified. Thus far they have found 
a strong auxiliary force in their cli 
mate , and this force may continue 
to act, even at this season of the year: 
but probably California, or North 
Mexico, must submit to annexation 
and democratic liberty now to be 
extended over America vi et ar 
mis 2 

Tuesday . Mom cloudy and 
wind W., The day continued cloudy 
and some rain fell on the afternoon. 

Rumor says that Genl. Taylor 
and the Mexicans have had 


2 “By force and arms” 
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four days of hard fighting 
and that the Americans have 
captured several of the Mexican 
posts and fortifications, but 
no particulars of the battles have 
been received. Our volunteers 
may have now found other 
employment than mutiny and 
insubordination 
Wednesday . Mom fair, rain 
last night; wind NW At 
night windy & wind W. 

The N York Herald of the 12 th 
inst. confirms the rumor of 
yesterday; the fighting took place 
at Monteray the 19 th 20 th 21 st 
22d, 23d & 24 th of September: On the 
last day the town the Mexicans 
surrendered the town by capitulation 
No return of killed and wounded is 
given. An armistice of eight week is 
agreed to, between the two enemies, 
and neither to pass a certain line; 

General Ampudia commands the Mex 

icans. The favorable terms granted 

by Gen. Taylor are said to be “due to 

the Mexicans for their good defence of the place 
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From the length of the oper 

ations and the terms granted by 

Gen. Taylor, it is evident that 

the Americans were very ready 

to close increase the combat, without 

an attempt to storm Ampudia’s 

citadel. In such a series of attacks 

on a fortified place, it is probable 

the loss on the part of our troops 

has been severe; and our volunteers 

may have been taught that fighting 

is not a very inviting sport , nor a 

school for the promotion of democracy- 

P.S. A later account in a Boston 

paper, states Gen Taylor’s loss in 

the above actions at 500 killed 

and wounded, probably much 

less than the truth, if the place 

was so strongly fortified as is 

stated; Taylor’s force rated at 6,000 

and Ampudia’s at 10,000. But 

these are random reports- 

Monterey is said to have been fortified at 

every position capable of annoying our 

forces & defended by a great numerical su 

priority of force. Under all the circum 
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stances, it is a question whether the 
attack was not a departure from 
the prudent rules of war, and 
partook of rashness? Wise com 
manders have seldom attempted 
to carry well fortified plans by 
storm, but have had recourse 
to caution approaches by the 
rules laid down for sieges- 
But among other democratic 
innovation now so rife, the 
art of war must not escape mod 
ification. Time however, may 
teach us that something is due 
to long experience, and that 
democracy & science have very 
little affinity. 

Thursday . Morn fair, wind 
S.W: PM cloudy 
At page 334 I have noticed the 
death of D. Marvin Hoyt at Rich 
mond Virginia His was the first 
account, which proves incorrect. 

Hoyt was shot by a Mr Myers 
and lived several days, with some 
prospects of recovery, but his wounds 
proved mortal & Myers under duress- 
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This day & yesterday 
an agricultural show at North 
amton and an address deliv 
ered. 

Agricultural Societies have mul 
tiplyed to a considerable extent 
in the Northern States; and at 
tempts are making to render form 
ing more consistent with scien 
tific principles, and it is believed 
with some success. These societies 
with many periodical publica 
tions, at a cheap rate, must dif 
fuse among the people useful 
useful information; and it is 
hoped will allay the spirit of 
political party introduced by 
designing men who would sacri 
fice the welfare of the country to 
gratify their utopian schemes & 
plunge it into confusion 
Friday Morn partially cloudy 
with S.W. wind, the day gen 
erally fair & mild air- 
The rail road Engine & baggage cars 
now arrive at point opposite to the 
center of our village, loaded with rails 
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Our papers will now find 
matter for their columns in the 
details of the Battles at Mont 
erey, particularly in the 
chivalrous exploits of individ 
uals. By our young men these 
individual details will be read 
with avidity, as proofs of 
bravery, but without reflecting 
for a moment on the sufferings of 
the killed & wounded, or the mo 
rality of the war. Such are the 
false notions entertained by the 
inexperienced, of military prowess. 
Saturday . Morn fair but soon 
became cloudy—Wind S.W. and 
continued so through the day. 

This day the town held a meet 
ing to determine whether it 
would confirm the laying of a 
short road laid out by the selectmen to 
the depot erecting on Martins 
hill , and the vote was equally 
divided, of course the road was 
not accepted and the cause generally 



347 


Octr 

17 

a road " 
to a 
Depot 
requested 


>- 



be, that we may be de 
prived of a depot; for the 
rail road company is not 
bound to furnish one here. 

Our Records may show a 
decision equally unwise, but I 
believe none so suicidal to our 
interest: and by what mode 
of reasoning the people were 
induced to reject the road is to 
me unknown- True indeed 
the location of the road is an 
unwise one; but what then? 

Shall we deprive ourselves of 
its benefits, out of resentment? 

It is an old rule, and I think a 
wise “ When we cannot do as we 
would, we must do as we can. ” 
A departure from this rule is al 
ways attended with evil conse 
quences, and I think the people 
of this village will here after rue 
the decision that has been made 
and perhaps when too late.- 
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Gen. Taylor’s capture of Mont 
erey ~ 

In the accounts of the vari 
ous attacks on this place much 
applause is bestowed on the 
bravery of our troops, and 
it is not to be doubted that 
they are entitled to this ap 
plause. But it remains to 
be shown that these attacks 
were such as a prudent com 
mander would order. 

Of the regular troops no 
doubts could be entertained 
of their formness and obedi 
ence of orders; but to the 
volunteer corps the scene was 
novel, and whether they might 
not misgive was doubtful. 
Troops of this deception 
may be led into action by 
determined officers, but when 
they come to witness the hor 
rors of a battle they are very 
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Octr liable to sudden panics; 

17 and it often happens that 

they that they lose their resolu 

tion rather [ ] on a second exposure, 

and make but feeble efforts, 

Raw ~"l from a want of mechanical 
troopsj discipline and regulated obe 

dience, essential in combined 
action, and which render, dis 
ciplined troops so formidable 
But while we are disposed to award 
due praise to the troops for 
their bravery, we regret that 
we are compelled to say that 
the war is wholly injustifia 
ble on our part, and clearly for 
conquest of territory, regard 
less of the rights of a neighboring 
republic, which demands our 
commiseration instead of our 
of our unity. 

The war will present us in no 
favorable light among the nations 
of Europe, and may be the means of 
of our degradation. 
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Sunday . Cloudy morn, wind 
NE and rain last night, day 
cloudy, & some rain 
At about 8 oclock last evening 
our bells gave the alarm of 
fire, which was found to be 
a bam of Cephas Root in Green 
field village. The barn was 
consumed, and the flames ex 
tended to a wood house connect 
ed with his dwelling house, but 
the latter was saved by the exer 
tions of the peoples. The source 
of the fire in not ascertained. 

Accidents of this kind will 

always be frequent, but by 

due care they would be less 

so, and how far they are 

liable caused by spontaneous combustion 

we know not. Fortunately 

for us, the predacious ani 

mals which infest our build 

ings, are incapable of kindling 

fires: possessing this art we 

never should be safe in our 

dwellings, and since chemistry 
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has furnished friction matches 
the danger of conflagration 
has very much increased; Per 
haps the invention is an un 
fortunate one. 

Prior to the invention of matches 
the flint & steel wire a safe and 
sure resort, but in both cases 
combustibles were required to 
produce a blaze, and these were 
found in dried bark or decayed 
wood, as well as a peculiar 
substance found in the old maple 
called spunk or punk . 

Thus provided, the experienced 
hunter never finds it difficult 
to kindle his fires and cook his 
game, & lodge comfortably at night. 

Monday Fair morn, wind 
NE & cool; this day very clear. My 
daughter Isabella arrived from Chicopee falls. 
The papers continue accounts of 
great damage done by a violent wind 
on Tuesday night last; and what is 
singular I noticed nor heard of any 
thing of the kind here. 
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In looking over the proceeding 
of democratic convention, it [ ] 

to notice the course they take 
to continue the delusion they have 
spread among a portion of the 
people. Could we suppose them 
aiming at the welfare of commu 
nity, and acting from honest mo 
tives, we might view them with 
less disgust. 

In the last Franklin Democrat 
we see a string of Resolutions that passed 
at a late meeting in Greenfield, for 
the nomination of Senators for this 
Country. The first resolution is in 
the following words: 

“ Resolved . That every year’s expe 
rience confirms us in the opinion 
that the great principles of the Demo 
critic party of the United States, are 
based on sound Republicanism and 
pure Christianity .” 

Had they (pardon neither leaders) 
substituted for the two last lines 
the following viz: Raised on the sound 
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Principles of perpetual motion in 
opposition to the laws of gravitation in the 
expression would have been equally 
wise Democracy based on pure 
Christianity !! What ideas the 
leaders , of this restless democracy 
to Christianity, or how many among 
them are dedicated Atheists . I will 
not say, but leave it to others to 
decide. 

The 6 th Resolution is the following 
“ Resolved . That in the settlement of the 
Oregon question, the Administration 
has afforded another example of its 
wisdom, prudence, and compromising 
spirit, and that it is guided by the 
principles that ‘Peace is the best inter 
est of Nations’ when it can be ob 
tained without sacrificing our right 
or honor.” 

Now, every soul in the party was 
sorely disappointed at the adjust 
ment of the Oregon question, and would 
have been gratified had our Government 
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declared war against Great 

Britain for possession of a part of wild woods 

rather than to have made 49 degrees 

of latitude the boundary. But Mr 

Polk having consented to that 

line, at the risk, it is true, of his 

democratic popularity, he must 

be sustained by the party, and the 

step held up as another proof 

of his wisdom ; but his love of 

peace, it seems, is not extended 

to “the miserable, vacillating, and 

dishonest Mexican nation .” Which 

has the audacity to assert its rights 

and resist our encroachments 

on her territory, “ for the extension 

of the area of freedom, and civil 

ization, and Christianity, by an 

addition of new states to the Gal 

axy of our Federal Union ”. 

Other resolutions are equally 
deceptive; but a majority of 
the people of this state are not 
to be gulled by superficial acts 
of this description. The leaders 
of this party description should content 

themselves 
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themselves with the £_£ of 

their followers, and not attempt to 
fix them on intelligible men. 

But why notice their ebullitions 
since they are but the spasmod 
ic effects of a divisional state of 
the body politic that always will 
be found, where the unprincipled 
deluded part of society have the power to 
disturb the harmony, and assail 
the wholesome laws and institut 
tions of a country at the ballot 
boxes . In the western and south 
western states, this spasmodic dia 
thesis may be coincident to the 
conditions of the untamed state of 
society; but in the northern states 
it should find no place for 
its deleterious influence. 

Tuesday . Fair morn & wind NE 
wind the whole day fine but cloudy 
scattering clouds. 

Six months, nearly have elapsed 
since the commencement of the war 
with Mexico, and who among you 
would warhawks anticipated such delay 
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Fired with the spirit of “ seventy six ” 
and the modern principles 
of democracy, they believed 
that ere this time our volunteers 
would have peaceable possess 
ion of the “halls of Montezuma” 

A march of 400 or 500 miles 
through a country of six or 
seven millions of inhabitants 
was but the pastime of boys. Of 
serious battles they never 
dreamed, and if per chance, they 
occurred, 

“ They had no care but how to kill two at a blow ” 

But the resistance Gen Taylor’s 

army has met with at Mont 

erey may have cured this volun 

teer mania, and taught them that 

the Mexicans can fight. 

Another lesson may have been taught 
viz: that where a country is invaded 
a supply of provision and mili 
tary stores are necessary to in 
sure success. This consideration 
seems to have been overlooked by most 
of our zealous advocate for war, whose 



knowledge of its operations is 
not less limited than that of 
the political scheme they would 
support. 

Wednesday Fair morn wind 

W; day generally fair 

It is said, in the paper, that Mr 

Polk and Cabinet and displeased 

with the terms granted to the 

Mexican army on the surrendering 

of Monterey, have refused the 

armistice and ordered Gen Taylor hkn to ad 

vance full speed southward. To con 

duct an army of volunteers is 

irksome enough, but to be 

dictated by men who “Never 

set a squadron in the field or 

of a camp knows nothing more than a spinster. ” 3 

Saw one more point is more 

disgusting to an experience Com 

mander. Is Mr Polk becoming im 

patient At the systematic move 

ments of Gen. Taylor, and turning 

his eye to a commander less method 

icial who alamode de Gen Jackson 


3 Paraphrasing from William Shakespeare’s Othello , Act 1, Scene 1 
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will dash forward and 
feed his men on acorns? 

Perhaps among the [ ] newly 

fledged Generals, he may find 
one more rapid The right 
Gen. Brown of Mr Madison’s 
war, who deems strategic 
skill, but mostly relies of old 
warfare new grown obsolete 
since the days of Washington. 

Gen. Taylor no doubt is aware of the im 
portance of obedience to orders, 
but he will hardly consent to 
feed his men on Gen. Jackson 
acorns . 

Thursday . Morn thinly clou 
dy; wind S.W.; and the day 
continued thickly cloudy. 

By recent account, it ap 
pear the Mexicans under 
Santa Ana are uniting & 
making preparations for 
a [ ] defense of the Coun 

try against our injustices 
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Our democracy may 
then find the war more 
severe than they had anti 
cipated. By experience the 
Mexicans may be converted 
to soldiers, and if united 
under a steady government 
we may find them a formida 
ble nation, not so easily man 
aged as our political Enthuisa 
ists had supposed. 

If ever a motion was called 
to the defence of its liberties 
against the injustice and 
reparity of a neighboring peo 
pie, it is that of Mexico at this time 
and if she declines the call 
she may resign her independency, 
acknowledge her incapa 
bility of self government, resign 
her station among nations, and 
sink into vassalage without a 
sigh or a groan at her degrada 
tion. 
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Friday Morn fair, wind W. 
followed by a cloudy day 
From the present aspect of the war, 
it would be idle to expect a sudden 
termination of it. If the Mexicans 
have determined to defend their 
country and to put forth their 
whole strength, we may find them 
more powerful than was anticipated. 
By adopting the plan of fortifying 
their towns, and fighting under 
cover of works , they will present 
obstruction to our progress not 
looked for, and be attended 
with an immense loss of [ ] 

of which the capture of Monterey 
is one specimen. If many other 
positions are as well fortified 
our Army will make but slow 
advances towards the Mexican cap 
itol. In future operations I 
think Gen. Taylor will hardly 
be disposed to carry places by 
storm where the same may 
effective by siege and in this and 
[ ] for [ ] force an [ ] 
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of regular troops necessary. In the 
mean time the services of his volunteers 
may expire, and a new army 
must be raised, new quarts of mo 
ney made by Congress, and prob 
ably direct taxation to be imposed. 

When the latter is resorted to the 
people will begin to enquire into 
the necessity of the war, and look 
to the ballot boxes . When the tax 
[ ] calls “ the people ” (as Mr. Jefferson 

said in another case) raises be 
set to rights ” See his Letter to Callend 
er, enclosing mony for the publica 
tion of “The” Prospect before Octr 
6 th 1799. 

The truth is the people of a 

free country, where self interest & moral oblige 

tions prevail, will never long sustain 

a war for conquest . If a war 

be defensive , they may be com 

pelled to fight for the protection 

of their families and property; but 

this stimulus is feeble when the 

contest is distant from their homes. 
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Saturday . Morn fair, some 
thin clouds with NW wind, and 
the day generally cloudy and 
rain 

A letter from my son Arthur 
inform that he is about 26 miles 
westerly of Plattettsburgh, pushing 
his survey through a snow of 
several inches in depth. Date Octr 
19 th instant. 

From the various accounts 
raised by Gen. Taylors attack on 
Monterey it is evident the con 
flicts were severe, and the loss 
is said to have been much un 
derated. The 3d regiment it is 
stated, lost 5 successive commanders 
and to have been reduced to 71 men 
including officers. Were these 
attacks on such strong works 
dictated by the circumstances? 

It is dangerous for a Com 
mander to hold his enemy in 
too much contempt. Witness the 
British attacks at Bunker Hill 
and New Orleans. An 
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An undisciplined body of men may fight 
desperately when posted behind 
parapets, who would give 
way to the first fire in the open 
field, or to a regular charge with 
the bayonet. 

In the various attacks on Mon 
terey both regulars and volun 
teers fought with resolution; the 
former from mechanized dis 
cipline and regulated obedience 
to orders; the latter from a wild 
impulse , devoid of reflection, as 
is seen in [ ] [ ] a high 

degree of exhilaration. But this 
impulse is fluctuating and can 
[ ] in its effects, and often 

misgives on a new exposure. 

Among volunteers who turn out 
on the speed of the occasion, 
a few men may be found who 
possess the spirit of soldiers, but 
a great portion of them are found 
unfit for steady military duty, 
and a commander cannot calculate 
with certainty the effect of this attack 
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This wild impulse is generally 
mistaken, by inexperienced men, 
for discipline and courage; and 
this is the great error in esti 
mating the difference of disciplined 
soldiers and militia. A pro 
tracted war may correct 
our false motions of discip 
line & of the operations of armies. 
Sunday , fair morn & west wind; 
the day fair with consider 
able wind. The air has now 
become colder than we 
have felt this season. 

Some of our maples are sap 
ped of the leaves, while others 
remain full. 

Monday . Fair morn, wind S.W. 
and the day fair throughout. 

I am informed the passenger cars 
from Northampton, proceeded on 
the rail road to Cheapside bridge 
this day, with passengers: the bridge 
is not yet completed, but will 
be ready within a few weeks. 



365 


Octr 

26 


The 

pro 

cess 


>- 


Our papers are now heaping 
fulsome praise on our troops for 
the bravery they exhibited in their at 
tacks on Monterey, and when we 
have over run the whole of Mexi 
co, and sacked the Capitol City, 
the invasion & conquest, will no 
doubt be trumpeted through our 
cities & towns as a proof our abil 
ity on “ defending our national 
rights ”, at the expense of those 
of a neighboring republic unable 
to protect them against demo 
critic rapacity. What patriot 
will not recoil at such injustice 
The war on our part is unde 
niably offensive and waged for 
conquest of territory; and disguise 
it as we may, it cannot bear 
a less disgraceful cognomen. 

Mr Polk ordered an Army of 
“observations ” to the frontier of 
Texas, and finding it would not 
be there opposed by the Mexicans, 
pushed his troops to the Rio Grand 
for the very purpose of bringing a 
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war with Mexico, that he might 
involve other parts of their territory 
and annex them to our Union; 
and all this without the consent of 
Congress who alone possess the 
Constitutional power of “declaring 
war.” If this proceeding be es 
tablished as a precedent, our Presi 
dents will never be at a loss for 
reasons for producing war with 
neiboring nations, and Congress 
must subserviently consent to the 
the process. What then is our 
federal institution but a flex 
able india rubber that will fit 
any circumstances! 

When a nation becomes then 
lost to all sense of moral obli 
gation and right, it is preferred 
for anarchy & spoil & ruin 
and its character will be duly 
estimated by civilized nations. 

The election of Mr Polk to the 
Presidency has been considered 
as unfortunate to the welfare 
of the country. From conduct to 

[ ] 
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been the cause of the war, 
and would have plunged us 
into another, with Great Britain, 
had not the Senate wisely checked 
his career; But on reflection 
it becomes a question, whether the 
wild course of democracy could 
have been checked by a wise 
administration, which would 
have avoided a war? For the 
present state of the democratic 
mind, something beyond argu 
ment is necessary to allay its 
hostile spirit- something that 
would bring home to the feelings the 
distresses of its furious course; 

And perhaps nothing short of 
a war and its heavy cost to be 
defrayed by direct taxation , 
would have so thoroughly cured 
the existing mania. What a 
pity that these inconsiderate men 
cannot be compelled to pay the 
cost of their folly! 
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Tuesday . Cloudy morn, wind 
SW day continued cloudy un 
til sunset. 

In my further remarks on 

the operations of our armies 

in Mexico, my intention charge is to treat 

of them factually and strategi 

cally , without always ad 

verting to the unjustness of the 

war. 

The regular troops under Gen 
Taylor I confide as well disciplined 
and fit for service, and the offi 
cers well qualified for their 
respective commands; but of 
the volunteers recently called 
into the field I think it proper 
to express my doubts of their 
efficiency in a regular battle 
They may indeed possess native 
bravery, and sometimes per 
form useful service as light 
troops and in surprises; but 
their attacks will always be 
secondary to their results; and liable to 
panics 
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panics, from their want of me 
chanical discipline, subordina 
tion to their officers, & habits of 
implicit obedience to orders. In 
a camp distant from an ene 
my they will be too ready for 
mutiny and other disorders- 
As the termination of service 
for what they are engaged ap 
proaches, they will turn their 
thought homeward, become 
impatient and regardless of 
their duty, and this the com 
mander in chief may find him 
self without a competent 
force, perhaps at a critical moment 
when they are most wanted; 
and this his plans entirely frus 
trated. If reinforced by simi 
lar troops, they will be raw & inef 
ficient for a time, the same 
course of maturation bestowed on 
them as that of the first corps. 

Now the camp may be 
a populated drill school with 
out efficient soldiers. These 
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These are some of the in 

conveniences & [ ] arrangements attendant upon 

militia troops engaged for short 
terms of service. 

Necessarily connected with 

this mode of supplying troops, is 

the extra expense . By this 

mode, when the terms of the temporary troops 

are about to expire, the gov 

ernment must put under pay 

for a time, double the number 

of troops required for the war, so 

that, in marching home & to the 

army, a very considerable ex 

pence will be incurred, and 

at the last, the army supplied 

with raw troops unfit for 

the service, until they have 

been in the school of discipline 

for months. What command 

will risk his reputation 

at the head of troops of such 

discordant materials? And 

especially if his enemy is composed 

of regular permanent soldiers? 
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Wednesday Cloudy morn 
with rain and wind at N.E. 
and the day continued cloudy. 

This day our common field 
opened for feeding. 

The Rail road Cars now make 
two trips up & down per 
day, to Cheapside, conveying 
passengers. Travelers now 
have a passage to Boston, New 
haven or Albany within a 
few hours. But aside from 
the facility of traveling, the ques 
tion presents how far the 
rail road through our town 
will be advantageous to our 
interest? Shall we find an 
unusual demand for any of our 
products? Doubtful. The traders 
may transport their good from 
Boston & other marts, for a less 
expense than by trains, but these 
savings will not materially effect 
the price of his articles in his store 
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will he exchange his goods 
for our products at a better 
rate than before? We think 
not: the train passing through 
the town will be on the rail 
road instead of through our street. 
Suppose the number of travelers 
to increase what then? We 
shall see nothing if there, but 
the puffing smoke of the dist 
ant engine, unless business calls 
them to the village. 

The truth is, these roads offer 
little benefit to the interior agricultural 
towns over which they pass; 
and the present zeal for con 
structing them on routes, other 
than those between great marts 
will soon subside, and the 
industrious man will find 
that his farm or workshop 
will afford him profit and 
support, without reaping 
profits from the rail roads 
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Thursday . Fair morn, wind 
SW and clear day ~ 

In tracing and analyzing the 
operations of our armies in Mex 
ico I find a want of maps, on a 
large scale; embracing the topog 
raphy of the country, without 
which no correct opinions can 
be formed of the movement by 
any one who has not a per 
sonal knowledge of it. A good 
topographical delineation of all 
the rivers lakes morasses, mountains, hills 
defies and passes, obviates with 
some degree of accuracy. Such 
delineation, it is hoped, will be 
furnished by the engineers of the 
army, who have been instructed 
in the West Point Academy- 
Aided by a small compass 
for the bearings, a practiced eye 
will estimate distances, and sketch 
maps of the rout of an army with 
sufficient precision. 

These sketches of the Country 
where 
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where made at good distance, in 

Octr advance of an army, are of great 

29 importance to a commander 
in regulating his movement, 
and in a country little known 
indispensable- 

30 Friday . Cloudy morn wind 
N.W.; and the day continued 
cloudy; air moderate 

Last night Col. Bryant arrived 
from Chicopee Falls, in the 
rail road cars. He appears 
to be much engaged in the study 
of chemical agriculture; and is 
making experiments in farm 
ing, which he thinks important 
The theory of manures occupies 
his attention; and he devel 
opes their elementary principles 
and their operation in the growth 
of plants. Agriculture under 
this theory, may assure in a 
degree, [ ] form, and many 

of our soils, now cleared of little 
value, may become profitable 
to the cultivator. 
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Saturday . Cloudy morn, 
wind N Last night some rain 
fell, and the elevated hills are 
capped with a slight snow; 
the day continued cloudy & cold 
indicating the near approach 
of winter. 

The rail road engine now gives 
off an extended cloudy of vapor and 
smoke on its passage by our village, 
like-resembling a thunder cloud. 

When we first saw Dr. Darwins pre 
diction, 

“Soon, shall they arm, unconquered steam! afar 

Drag the slow barge, & drive the rapid car.” 4 

we hardly expected to see the pre 

diction fulfilled by an ocular 

proof at this time. To what 

an extent the application of the 

laws of nature may carry us, we 

know not. Let us then pursue 

improvement remembering that man 

can never go beyond his limits, 

or bend those laws to his wishes. 

When he attempts this, his efforts 
are vain, and he meets with 
disappointment. For 


4 Erasmus Darwin, The Botanic Garden. Part 1. 
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In the application of steam power 
to mechanical operations, “some 
philosophy” in her recondite researches 
seeing this a possible, ceased not 
her efforts, until she accomplished 
her object and turned the gigan 
tic power to useful purposes. 

Sunday . Morn partially clou 
dy, and wind N.E. the 
day generally cloudy, and 
air moderate. 

A new Planet . The Liverpool 
Mercury of Octr 2d, received at Boston 
says, on the 23d of September this 
planet was discovered at Berlin 
by M. Galle , the existence of which 
had for sometime suspected by M. 

Le Verrier . It was also observed at 
London on the night of the 29 th of 
September, its Right ascension on 
the 30 th 21h..52m. 47,15 seconds. South 
declination 13° 27’..20” appearing like 
a star of the 8 th magnitude; its orbit 
far beyond that of Uranus, and its disk 
2 or 3 seconds in diameter. A Boston 
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paper says, the planet was 
probably seen at the Cambridge ob 
servatory on last Wednesday evening 
last, with about the same Ret. 

& D. as those given at London- 
What may be the limits of the so 
lar system we know not, nor can 
we say to what distance the sun’s 
attractions may extend. The orbits 
of comets we suppose extend to a vast 
distance beyond that of Uranus, and 
are brought back towards the sun 
by attraction. When we contemplate 
such vast devines and the laws of 
gravitation which govern the heav 
enly bodies, we are confounded. 

But as M. Biot remarks “Whatever 
may be the progress of science, the 
principle of universal gravitation 
is unalterably fixed, since it rests 
upon undeniable facts, and its dur 
ration will be eternal.” See Farrer’s 
translation of Biot printed at the universi 
ty press, Cambridge, 1827, page 357. 1 vol. 
Biots work, Traite Elemtaire d’ As 
tronomie physique in 3 vols., at Paris 
Parts only selected by Mr Farrer. 
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Monday . Morn cloudy wind 
NE; the day the Same 
Col. Bryant & Isabella left us 
at 11 o’clock AM in the cars for 
Chicopee Falls; passage of about 
1 Vi hours. 

By accounts in the papers it 
appears that the Mexicans are making 
vigorous preparations for oppos 
ing our invading army, and 
Gen. Taylor may yet find his 
advance more difficult than 
he had anticipated. By acting 
on a single line of operation, he 
may find his flanks & rear exposed 
and his provision train cut off 
by guerilla parties . 

The operations of Gen. Massena 
in Portugal in the year 1810 
may [ ] useful lessons 

for Gen Taylor! With an over 
powering French army Massena entered 
Portugal, and after his defeat at Buaco 
made such efforts to turn Ford Wellingtons 
left, that his Fordship retired to a key 
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Novr position at Torres Vcdras . about 

2 30 miles north of Lisbon, where he 

fortified a line of works extending 
from the Torrus towards the sea cost. 
Massena with an army of 800 00 
of the best troops of France lay sever 
al months in front of Wellington’s 
lines with design to break through 
them, but finding them too strong 
and his provisions insufficient for 
his troops, was compelled to give 
up his threats of an attack, and 
retreat precipitaly, followed by Welling 
ton who made several successful at 
tacks on the retreating French and 
drove them from Portugal. 

It is possible that the Mexicans 
may find a Torres Vedras which shall 
prove equally fatal to Gen. Taylors in 
vading army. 

3 Tuesday . Mom cloudy a foggy with 

some rain & wind N.E. and the day 
continued the same 

Demo^l In looking over the democratic paper 
critic >- especially at this time, when the 
papersj 
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When our elections of state offi 
cers is at hand, it is sickening to 
the honest man to notice the 
despotic arts used to mislead 
the people. They may be con 
sidered as the predacious weeds 
which in rank soils, infest those 
wholesome crops of the farmer and 
which he is compelled to extirpate 
to insure the growth of wholesome 
crops. Were all men honest and 
enlightened these public actions 
would have little effect, but alas! 
a certain part of community is al 
ways ready to be gulled by them, 
especially the jealous and uneasy 
men, who discern no beauty on 
a well organized government. 

Were these deceptive publication 
to cease their story, the great body 
of the people would become ordered 
by [ ] happy good men esteemed, 

and the disturbers of harmony 
fell into contempt 
We will not say that all the 
people who enlist on the side they 
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called democracy, and intentionally 

pursuing means destructive to our 

country; for there are honest men 

among them, who would on reflection [ ] at 

the plans & principles their leaders are pur 

suing. These [ ] may say that they 

are in danger of embracing princi 

pies that will lead them into gross 

errors which will mar their happi 

ness, & detract from their usefulness 

in society. A heated democrat of 

the moderate radical school is a 

sort of new descript , on whom 

it would be difficult to confer an 

appropriate cognomen. He is at 

war with society and its salutary 

laws & [ ] and were it within his 

power, would reverse the laws of moral 

ity, as well as those of nature. 

That such men should be found 
among us is not so strange as that they 
should increase our influence among 
honest men. We have called these 
men new descripts , but there probably few 
were found among the French at the 
commencement of their revolution. 
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The course of our democratic 
papers show most conclusively 
the absolute rottenness of their schemes 
Where men of elevated talent and 
honest principles are found they 
are placed as targets to be shot 
at. Gov. Briggs, one of the power 
men in the country, is thus placed 
mostly because he is not of their 
party, while they well know he 
possesses all the qualities of a pure 
republican. But it happens that 
the moral sense of a majority of 
our state, are not to be mislead 
by such nefarious measures, 
and so long as the people remain 
honest and enlightened, good men 
will not be repudiated. When 
eminent men are thus cast 
off, and men of opposite quali 
fications, are chosen to places of 
trust, the country is on the broad 
road to ruin, and this is the di 
rect tendency of the democratic 
papers now diffused among the 
the people; and the only mystery 

is 
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is, that they should for a 
moment be excluded by them. 

When depravity shall have become 
less prevalent, the people will open 
their eyes, and wonder at the delus 
ion which have been impressed upon 
them by their demagogues. 

Wednesday . Mom cloudy, wind N 
about 10 o ‘clock A.M. the sun ap 
peared but the day was generally cloudy 
We hear of no movement of Gen 
Taylor’s invading army, since the storming 
of Monterey. Has Mr. Polk learned 
that a nation of 6 or 7 millions of 
inhabitants is not so easily conquered 
as he and his minions had supposed. 

When are inexperienced volunteers 
turned out, they supposed their march 
to the capitol of Mexico was nothing 
more than a pleasant frolick and that 
neither the last season nor battles would 
retard their progress. The loss of 700 
or 1000 men at the storming of Monterey 
has presented a tragedy instead of a frol 
ick which may have changed their 
impetuosity to sober reflection 


Weak 
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Weak as we are disposed to con 
sider the Mexicans, as a military 
nation, they may yet show us 
a defensive force of which we 
have not dreamed. When the rights 
and liberty of a nation are assailed 
by injustice and rapacity, it will 
if the people are true to them 
selves, present formidable re 
sistence to the assailant. If Mexico 
is unable to defend herself against 
an ambitious neighboring nation, she 
may at once give up her independence 
and submit to degradation. Will 
she submit this without a desper 
ate struggle? Probably she will 
fortify her passes, mountains and 
towns, fill her frontier 
with light troops, to act upon 
the flanks & rear of our columns, 
to cut off supplies and as much 
as possible avoid ground actions. 

By adopting this mode of de 
fence, the only safe one, they may 
[—} retard Gen. Taylors march 
and frustrate his designs. 
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and it would not be un 
precidented if our army should be com 
pelled to retire and act on 
the defensive. History furnish 
es many such cases, and they 
are most likely to occur when an 
army advances with too much con 
fidence of success and a low mean opin 
ion of the process of its enemy. 

Thursday . Morn fair, wind N.E. 

& moderate air: the day very clear 
The Problem - 
While the Monarchical Gov 
ernments of Europe are at peace 
and the people pursuing trade, commerce 
agriculture and the manufacturing 
arts without interruption, We 
are involved in a war with a 
contiguous sister Republic , and 
pushing our armies into Mexico for the con 
quest of her territory to feed our base [ ] 

Now the problem to be solved, 
is the following: By 
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By what means has this 
state of things been produced? 

The solution involves no intri 

cate examination of abstruse 

principles, since all of its con 

nections are as clearly seen as 

axioms. The territory of the an 

nexation of Texas will show the 

rise of the difficulty with Mex 

ico, but this annexation would 

not have provided a war, had 

Mr Polk kept his “army of obser 

vation ” on the N. of the Nueces. This being 

seen Mr. Polk ordered his army 

through a territory of about 

100 miles claimed by the Mexicans 

to the Rio Grand, which he well 

knew would produce a war; & 

all this without a particle of 

power to be found in the Con 

stitution of the U States, and 

thus he produced the war, in com 
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pliance with the plan presented 
by the democracy who elected 
him. Having then compelled the 
Mexicans to resist his encroachment 
or surrender their independence as 
a nation, he calls in Congress to 
grant him 50,000 volunteers & 10 
millions of dollars to enable him 
to “ conquer a peace ”: and what 
excites the greatest surprise is that 
Congress obsequiously complied with 
his scheme; and indeed, without 
a moments reflection on the uncon 
stitutional strides he had made. 

Had the House of Representatives thus 
complied with Mr Polks audacious 
strides excited no surprise, but 
that the Senate should have been 
caught in his trap is not easily ex 
plained since they had shown a laud 
able course in the Oregon question. 
The war has continued six months 
and little indication is seen of 
its termination. The people who 
are to pay the cost, will at length 



388 


Novr 

5 


[ 

[ ] 
spirit 




look to the expence, and require 
an explanation of the causes of the 
war; and when they rally at 
the ballot boxes, Mr. Polk and 
his minions will fall back to 
their former obscurity. 

The capture and subjugation 
of California is held less as a 
boon ; but will the people 
submit to this practice and pay 
millions & millions for it, while 
they already possess more land 
than they can occupy? 

When a wild spirit of war pre 
vails among a people who know 
nothing of its operations danger & hard 
ships, they feel a strong desire 
to partake of its immortal glories ; 
and this is particularly the case 
with the young, who have heard of 
the exploits of their Father; but 
as a short term of duty, where 
they feel the hardships of the 
camp & the iron hand of its dis 
cipline, the fancied glory vanish 
es, and generally they are very 

ready 
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to return to their homes and 
embrace the peaceful employments 
of domestic life. 

The regular soldier is not dest 
itute of these feelings until hab 
it has overcome them; but hav 
ing enlisted the drains are 
fixed, and he finds no safety 
but in implicit obedience to order 
and if he fears to attack a battle 
or advance upon line [ ] 

with bayonets, he does not [ ] 

[ ] his orders. 

When, or how, the present war 
may terminate we know not, 
but of one thing we are certain 
that it will not enhance our lion 
or of our Country in the eyes of 
the civilized nations of the world, 
who will not be hold injustice 
and rapacity with indifference. 
Friday Fine morn wind N.E.; the 
day continued, and the air 
moderate. 

From a few returns of the 
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election of the state of New 
York, just held, the results 
are favorable to the ears of 
national liberty. Mr Young the 
Whig candidate it is stated 
in the N. York Tribune, has re 
ceived a handsome support, 
and the Whig gain consider 
able in the various Counties of 
the State. In the City of N York 
where the dogs of democracy 
still continue their [ ] 

the result is not so favorable. 

Should the great State be ren 

ovated in its politics it would 

be a favorable circumstance in 

the cause of republicanism. But 

I can hardly suppose there is 

sound sense enough as yet among the deluded 

people of the state, to return to ra 

tional republicanism. It is to be 

regretted that the people, or a 

majority of them, should so long 

have been deluded by their dema 

gogues, and blinded to their inter 

ests. As general knowledge in 

creases the people will reverse their course 
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And the state became a 
worthy and powerful member of 
the political family of the Uni 
on. If, while covered with 
woods, it was infected with howl 
ing wolves and other ferocious 
animals, they have now given way 
as the country has been cleared 
and cultivated. Wild democracy 
in the same manner is disappear 
before the cultivation of the mind. 
Already have the western counties 
assumed a reputable character 
and the howlings of democracy 
are no longer alarming. 

In the City of N York, made up 
of the heterogeneous mass of dis 
contended immigrant from Europe 
the wilding is still heard, and [ ] 

liberty lingers in its mouth, 
but the light spreading in other 
parts of the state may at length 
shine through the City and bring 
a view the dark cabals which in 
fuse its [ ] bones. 
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Saturday Mom thinly cloudy 
wind N.E. Clouds continued 
through the day & Modera 
ate air. 

At page 380 I have inserted 
some remarks on the democrat 
ic papers of the day, and no 
ticed their tendency. But 
these papers are not the most 
effectual means of hoodwink 
ing the people. At the eve of an 
election certain agents person 
ally visit the dwellings of every 
voter of their party especially those of the un 
informed & prejudiced, in order 
to fix more firmly the blind 
er upon the eyes of their dupes, 
to furnish them with votes, 
and stimulate them to lie at 
the polls in season. In this 
way any false representation 
may be propagated, with little 
chance of detection; and I believe 
I may safely say, that not an 
observer but, where the right 


sort 
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sort of people dwelt, has 
been omitted, in all parts of the 
town. Nor is this all: these 
agents watch the passengers of 
our streets, and if their dress 
is one of the ragamuffin cast, they 
are stopped and very socially 
accosted in a way that shall 
bring out their political senti 
ments. If found with Whig 
principles, the conversation is 
short, or turned upon some other 
subjects foreign to the designs of 
the agents. 

For several preceding days, I 

have had an eye on some of these 

secret insidious intrusions 

and would be thought evening Gentlemen 

whose sheep skins but partic 

ulary disguise the wolf head. 

These and those beings with whom the 
conservatives of salutary institution 
are to contend at this time. But 
I think the good sense of a majority 
of the people will defeat the schemes 
of the [ ] wolf 
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Sunday Mom thinly cloudy 
Wind N.E. The day con 
tinued much the same, though 
the clouds were frequently 
broken, & the air was moderate 
By the New-York Journal 
of Commerce yesterday the election 
Young for Governor of that 
state appears to be confirmed 
His charge of wild democracy 
to conservatory principles 
evinces more virtue in 
the people, than I had anti 
cipated. The Empire State 
may now resume a republic 
standing from which she 
had fallen since the Ad 
ministration of Governor Seward. 
The Utopian Governor 
Wright, may now retire to his 
people [ ], And become 

that among a people where light 
is spreading these efforts of dema 
gogues will be seen in their 
disguised dress. When our 
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Country is thus enlightened 
good men will be esteemed, 
harmony questioned, and pros 
perity and happiness abound; 
and songs of praise and Thanks 
giving, be heard from every 
dwelling, for the glorious ren 
ovation. But whether the 
whole of the people can be 
thus enlightened, is a question that 
admits of doubt. Ignorance & 
its concomitant vices have always 
been found, even in civilized 
countries and it may be found also that 
civil minded men will still 
obtain a [ ] for their vari 

ous appetites. 

Monday . Morn cloudy, with 
some rain, and N. wind, and 
day cloudy & rainy. 

Notwithstanding the unfa 
vorable state of the weather 
the election meeting was 
as fully attended as usual, and 
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The votes for Governor 
were as follows 

Whig Briggs 189 Last year 182 
Loco Davis 130 Do 144 
Anti Slavy Sewall 30 Do 23 
total 359 Do 349 
Senators —Whigs Avery 186 
Field 185 

Rep, to Gen. Court Dunlap 181 Whig 
Dewolf 130 Loco 
Arms 23 Ant. sly 
Rep. to Congress Ashman 186 Whig 
Tabor 130 Loco 
Loco Senators Osgood 

Griswold 

Gov. Briggs gain 7 

Davis loss 13 

20 

From this statement it appears 
we have in the town 131 demo 
crats; part of whom are honest 
deluded men, while some are 
thorough radicals ; and a few 
little short of general Jacksons 
ready for [ ] it 
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Tuesday Cloudy morn wind 
N. and the day cloudy 
A Boston paper says: A singu 
lar superstition has sprung up 
among certain classes in London 
who have drawn up a petiti 
on to the Almighty, that he would 
remove Satan from the earth. 

It is said that the precious piece 
of fanaticism has actually re 
ceived 80,000 signatures. ( Rambler 
Novr 7 th ) 

Should his Satanic Majesty be 
removed from his office with 
out a previous order of notice , 
his numerous Deputies would 
be left with no means of sup 
port, unless, as in the Days of 
the learned Dr Cotton Mather, 
they retired into the deserts, the 
residence of Azazel ; for subsistence. 
For a pretty full history His Sa 
tanic majesty, See Mather’s Mag 
nalia A non-descript work. 
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Wednesday Morn cloudy wind 
N.E. and most of the day cloudy 
The weather for some time 
has been mild for the season 
The votes for Governor, in 
our County are stated in the Green 
field Courier as follows 
Briggs 2581, Davis 1837, Sewall 
450 & scattering 

Briggs’ majority over Davis, 744, and 293 
majority were all others. Our 
Senators Avery & Field, were said 
to be elected by 200 or 300 majority 
The Davis votes, however, indi 
cate a blindness to give it a mild 
name, incomparable with an 
enlightened people; and the Sewall 
votes are absolutely a frivolity 
or an insanity of which has crept 
upon minds hitherto supposed 
to be sound. 

When Mr Jefferson opened the poison 
ous sources of discord & corruption in 
the United States, did he foresee the 
consequences? If not, his mind 
was incapable of expanded views. 

But he was not thus [ ] { -j 
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in his views; he saw that 

combustables existed in our system of 

government, and he very rea 

dily applied the [ ], which 

has continued to blaze from that 

to the present day, not much 

less destructive than that of the revolu 

tionary conflagration of France. 

which involved Europe in the 

blaze, and ultimately included 

us within its sweep- 

Since that time the flame would 

have been extinguished, had not 

other incendiaries arisen to 

pile on combustibles, and blow 

up the flame. May the fire 

cease its rage, before the whole 

republic in fabric is laid in 

ruins. Of such monstrous well may 

he say with an ancient patriot 

“curse on the men who owe 

their greatness to their Country’s ru 

ler.” 

The distracted state of the country 
it is hoped, has reached a [ ] 
at which democracy will pause & 

reflect 
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reflect, and enquire into 
the object of its course. The 
election of Mr Polk to the Pre 
sidency has involved us on 
a war entirely unnecessary, which 
is dayly incurring a public 
debt of an enormous mag 
netude; which may require 
a long series of years to dis 
charge, by direct taxation 
and heavy imports; and 
all this to gratify despicable 
ambition; and to show 
that our men can fight and 
kill and sack & destroy towns and 
cities of a weaker sister republic. 

An employment about as commendable as 

the inroads of Attila & his 

hords, upon the Roman Em 

pire: and what patriot 

will not recoil at such feroc 

ity, especially of a people claiming 

to be civilized. 

But if the leaders of the 
pack still persist in the car 
nivorous chase determined 


to [ ] down the present order 
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11. that the honest part of the 

people, who have followed the 
traitor , may, at length, change 
their their course, and perceive 
the deception which has a 
long time imposed upon them 
and with marked resentment 
repudiate the false patriot 
ism by which they have been 
[ ]. The time, it is 

passed, has now come when 
the people in their consti 
tution are right which rouse and 

and put down the [_] 

that has for years past, dis 
turbed the peace & harmo 
ny of community; and may 
[ ] republicanism 

again pervade our Country. 

12 Thursday . Morn cloudy wind 

N.E.: and the day continued the same 
I have not seen the result of 
last minority election throughout 
the State, but am informed 
that 
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the success of the conserva 
tive ticket is highly flattering 
to the cause of pure liberty. 

It is said Governor Briggs 
is reelected by the people, all 
or most of the gentlemen nom 
inated on the conservative 
sides. Thus, if correct, in 
dicates that the people are 
returning to good sense, and 
stripping off the tatters fur 
nished them by demagogues. 

The contest is now not a 
struggle for office, but for 
principle by which the pre 
sent form of society is to be 
[ ]; and every patriot 

will rejoice at the apparent 
renovation with increased 
hopes that the people possess suffi 
cient rectitude of mind to gov 
ern themselves in a free govern 
ment, and to stem the current 
of corruption found upon them 
from the foulest sources: the 


prospect 
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prospect is cheering to the friends 
of republicanism, and may it 
continue to move onward un 
til the fogs of Utopian demo 
cracy are wholly dissipated, 
and the federal principle of 
Washington & his co-patriots 
again diffused through the country 
When this shall be our hap 
py condition, no American 
will be ashamed of his country 
though he may mown over 
the low condition to which 
it had been sunk, under the 
reign of false patriotism, which 
would sacrifice its interest, to 
acquire popularity among the 
its followers. 

With the purse strings of the 
treasury, and his 50,000 volun 
teers at his command, Mr Polk 
may continue the war with 
Mexico; but in the elections in 
the Northern states he will [ ] 

[ ] fate; and because that a free 

people will not [ ] war for [ ] 
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Since the railroad Compa 

ny contracted to convey the 

mail from Springfield to Green 

field, much irregularity has 

been represented in the re 

ceipt and delivery of the 

mail bags at our post office. This 

I had anticipated on the 

first operations, but I did 

not look for a continuance 

of the irregularity for several 

weeks duration. Something is wanting 

in the system of convey 

ance. This derangement 

explains, the non-receipt of Bos 

ton papers &c. 

Friday . Mom Cloudy, wind 
NE: The day partially fair 
The result of the votes of 294 
towns of our state, as given in 
the Amherst Express, is the following 
Briggs 53243—Davis 32.643 Seat 13.443 
Last year 58331 36.589 15.912 

Gain 2.912 Loss 3946 


2.469 
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Briggs’ majority will 
probably be about 7000 + 3C [ ] 
symptom promising convals 
cence in the body politic. One 
or two direct taxes to support 
Mr Polk’s war, will effect a com 
plete cure of the democratic ma 
nia for a time ; but the country 
will be liable to a relapse, so long 
as demagogues shall be found, 
and they will always be 
plenty in a country where 
universal suffrage is the basis 
of the government, and the peo 
pie possess the right of doing 
wrong . 

Another favorable symptom ap 
pears in the result of the votes. 

I allude to the falling off of the Sew 

ell ticket, or whatever other name 

it bears. These voters I am ready 

to suppose are honest men; but 

I am constrained to say, they evince 

very little judgment and are 

blind to the designs & plans of democracy 



406 


Novr 

13 

Their ^ 
sympa 
this 

cloud V 
their 
judg 
ment 


Their 

[ ] 


course 


The horrors they entertain 
of Southern slavery are 
the fruits of humanity, which 
sprung from the heart of every 
patriot; but the general error 
of the former is in suffering their 
feelings to overcome their judge 
ments, and in pursuing means 
that will inevitably defeat their 
humane designs. They seem to have 
lost sight of the annexation of Texas 
& the plan of democracy, for the annex 
ation of new slave states, by the 
conquest of northern Mexico, [ ] 

course resist the chains on the 
unfortunate black race of men. 

Their only wise course then is, first 
to put down the schemes of the 
wild leaders of democracy, and 
thirdly save the fabric of pure 
republicanism from their feroc 
ious grasp. This effected the North 
ern States would be ready to act 
against slavery. But so long 
as that party [ ] to embarrass 

the cause of the conservative 
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party so long will they retard 
the progress of an effectual op 
position to slavery- 
In the loss of votes this party 
have sustained, in the present 
election, we see returning symptoms 
of a wise course; and may they 
pursue it, until they shall have 
fully [ ] the errors into 

which they have fallen by this 
singular aberration which have 
excited the regret of every patri 
ot of our country. 

The loss of votes on the part 
of democracy, is another favorable 
[ ]. The people, it seems 

are becoming disquieted with the 
delusions: imposed upon them 
by demagogues; and if the light 
continues, our country may 
be saved from impending ruin 
and the people become happy 
and prosperous. 

Saturday . Fair morn wind NE 
but most of the day cloudy 
Accounts from Monterey say 
sickness was prevalent among 
the troops at the various camps 
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and that many of the troops 
have died [ ] still dying, 

and fever and ague were 
common. An exact return 
of the killed, wounded, and 
deaths from sickness in Gen 
Taylors army, would prese 
sent a list not anticipat 
ed by our hasty and inex 
perienced volunteers. A march 
to the capitol of Mexico and 
storming of the intermediate for 
tresses will swell the list 
to an appalling number, and 
show the men that mili 
ary service is not the most 
pleasant sport. Gen. Taylor 
will, in future, find that 
the eld mode of carrying places 
by siege is preferable to storm 
ing them. Mexico united 
under a firm government, can 
not be so easily conquered as 
our wild mi litia had sup 

posed. Her condition of the Mexicans at this time 
is not so like partisans of our Revolutionary 

war 



409 


Novr 

14 


15 


war. Misfortune and expe 
rience made us soldiers, and the 
same process may make the 
Mexicans equally formidable 
with a Washington to conduct his 
operations, Mexico may play as a 
game we had not anticipated 
nor is it certain she will not 
receive [ ] aid. The great 

military nations of Europe are 
not blind to our strides, and they 
at the least, keep an eye on 
our movement, and cannot 
mistake the audacious designs 
of a party, regardless of right- 
Sunday , Cloudy morn wind 
N.E.; and day continued 
cloudy with moderate air. 

Since the great success of the 
Conservative ticket at the election 
on Monday last, the Uneasy [ ] 

by our less vociferous, and a sort 
of mortified stillness seems to pre 
vail. Another year’s reflection 
if they will reflect , it is hoped 
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will produce a more favor 
able diathesis and teach 
them that their fictitious 
“ grievance ” are not intoler 
able. By giving up their 

war, on the the fundamental wholesome leaders 

of society, and, I may add, within those 

of nature, they would find that 

life, regulated life is not 

destitute of charms for 

peaceable men, who hold the 

rules and maxims of experi 

ence something more than 

“musty records ” to be thrown 

over among the rubbish:, to 

give place to utopian theo 

ries, as destitute of the gov 

rning principles of human 

nature, as are the minds of 

their advocates of sound sense 

and discriminate judgments- 

Monday Mom cloudy and 

rain & N wind: the day 

continued rainy and the air 

cold, and snow may have fallen in 

the north. 



From the latest accounts 
from Mexico, it appears that 
Gen. Taylor’s force lay at 
Monterey, and what is his 
plan of further operations is 
not generally known. To ad 
vance southerly without a 
certainty of a supply of pro 
visions & other stores from 
the Rio Grand, might prove 
disastrous. The difficulty of 
supplying an army, even of 
a moderate force, in an enemy’s 
country, will now be learned 
from Gen. Taylor’s operations: 
Numbers and heated enthusiasm 
are feeble without ample 
supplies of provisions- 
Tuesday Morn fair and 
wind N. day continued fair and 
pleasant till sun set. and the 
ground unfrozen. The Fall 
season has been generally mild. 
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The House of Representatives 
of the Vermont Legislature, 
at their late session, resolv 
ed that the State will 
not give her consent to the 
admission of any new state to 
the Union whose constitution 
tolerates slavery, and de 
claring the opinion of the House 
that the war with Mexico 
was not founded in any im 
perative necessity, such as may 
justify an excuse or Christian no 
tion for resorting to arms, and 
that it has now manifestly be 
come an offensive war against 
a neighboring republic. 

Will this view of slavery 
& of the war be considered 
as impolitic by the patriots of 
the northern states? and will 
the other states in this section of 
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17 expression of similar sentiments? 

When a President of the U. States 
assumes the power of involving 
us in a war; shall his conduct 
pass with impunity? Rad 
ical democracy may submit 
to such a course, but true 
republican will not forget 
these rights when they resort 
to the ballot boxes. The time 
it is believed, is approaching 
when a majority of our na 
tion will return to the prin 
ciples of justice, rapacity 
be [ ] and the nation 

rise [ ] [ ] [ ] character 

in [ ] ponder Wash 

ington & his co-patriots. 

18 Wednesday Morn fair and 

wind NE, and the day clear 
and pleasant air PM 
[ ][ ] [ ] 
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From the commencement of 
this month the wind has been 
from the N. or N.E. to this day 
and generally from the N.E. 

The Boston daily Whig 
of this day says, M. Polk 
has called for 8 additional 
regiments of volunteers for 
the Mexican war, one from 
Massachusetts. This is im 
probable, unless the volun 
teer spirit of the south and 
west has abated, which 
may be the case. Hence 
fighting & camp sickness 
are not inviting incen 
tives to military service. 

The idea of carrying on 
a war of invasion in a dist 
ant country with volun 
teer troops is preposterous, 
and Mr Polk and his 
inexperienced cabinet may 

at 
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at length be convinced 
of its futility: and agree 
with Washington, that such 
troops are unfit for the 
real business of fighting.” 

Their impetuous rashness 
at Monterey is no proof 
of their fitness for systemat 
ic fighting in the open field, 
where combined action and 
regulated obedience are essential 
They may be led to action which 
ignorant of the danger to 
which they are exposed, and 
on a second exposure, mis 
give and fall into a panic 
where regular troops alone 
can be relyed on: and at 
all times they are ready for 
when their terms of service is 
about to expire, home is their 
irresistible object. In a pro 
tracted war of invasion , none 


but 
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but regular troops are found 

efficient. These truths have 

been lost sight of in the 

empty show of the militia 

parades and [ ] of 

of our Country; and we have 

yet to learn, that farmers, 

mechanics and shop dealers 

& dandies are not soldiers until they 

are molded by thorough 

discipline in the tented field, 

for which native bravery is 

no substitute. If we would 

prefer war to peace, we must 

be prepared for it by a permanent force 

Thursday. Morn cloudy wind 

SW and some rain fell. 

Our loss of men in the rash 
attack on Monterey has not 
been officially communicated 
to the public; the Mexican com 
mander estimates it at 1500, 
but this is probably an exag 
geration; but I have never sup 
posed it less than 1000 killed wounded 
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In withholding the real loss 
our government may be acting 
wisely at this time, since it might 
check the raising of additional 
forces for the war. The loss in 
this & the two previous battles in 
May, added to the deaths of sickness 
would swell the list to an ap 
palling amount, and six months 
campaign; and these may be 
but a foretaste of scenes which may 
proceed the conquest of Mexico . 
How little was this anticipated 
by our volunteers in their frolick 
on the march to the Halls of Mon 
tezuma! But say our demo 
crats, it is a glorious war, and all 
who have fallen “have immortalized 
their names.” History however 
will not forget the notices 
of the war, nor the strides of 
Mr Polk in producing it. Let him 
and his advocates reap the 
honors of the war, to which 
the patriots of the nation lay no 
claims. 
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Friday . Mom cloudy, and 
wind W. (brisk); the day 
the same. 

From the latest accounts from 
Mexico it appears that their 
action is far from being de 
pressed at capture of Monterey; 
and that Santa Anna was 
at San Luis Patosi, with a force 
sufficient to prevent a further 
advance of Gen. Taylors army. 

It is also stated by an 
officer arrived at New Orleans 
from Monterey, that the General 
told him, he would not move 
from his present position unless 
accompanied with 20,000 men: 
And probably he will require 
that there should be more of 
ficers than mutinous volun 
teers who fight without sys 
tern {■—} or calculated 
effects. Gen. Taylor may yet 
find that the conquest of Mexico 
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20 without a strong force of regu 

lar troops, operating under 
the established rules of systematic 
warfare, as practiced by 
skillful commanders at the 
last expense of lives—a system 
which seems not to have been 
adopted by Gen. Taylor. 

21 Saturday Mom fair and 

wind N.W. The day was 
fair, though occasionally covered 
on the dense clouds & the Air ra 
ther cold. 

When President Polk wan 
tonly plunged us into a war with 
Mexico and Congress voted him 
50,000 volunteers & money to “con 
quer a peace”, we supposed Gen. Scott 
would be placed at the head of the 
army; but from some cause not 
fully known to the public, that offi 
cer is suffered to remain at Washing 
ton. Whether he differed in sentiment 
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from the President in relation 
to the justice or necessity of this 
war, and was thought to be tot 
aly methodical in his affair 
affairs for a democratic command 
er, we know not Gen. Taylor 
than a Brigadier of the army, was 
promoted to the rank of major Gen 
eral, and placed at the head of the 
“ army of observation .” 

That Gen. Taylor possesses some of 
the talent of a commander we are 
not disposed to deny, but still 
he may be lacking in the sublime 
genius of an able commander. 

His operations, thus far, prove 
him to be a fighting officer , but 
the experience military eye, will 
perceive some indications of his rash 
ness and want of prudence. 

To rush into battle and fight 
desperately, is no proof that 
a commander is competent for his 
station. It is stated of Bonaparte 
that along his first campaign in Ita 
ly, after having praised one of 

his 
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his Chiefs of Brigade for great 
bravery, he sent him to a garrison 
town with this remark, “No man 
could have fought his troops with 
more intrepidity than you have, 
but you do not possess the genius 
and talent of a commander.” 

We do not say Gen. Taylor is 
an officer of this character, but 
more time and experience is 
wanting to establish entitle him to the high 
epithet of a consummate com 
mander. To constitute this character 
says a military writer, requires the 
assemblage of some of the noblest at 
tributes of our nature; that power 
of mind; that grasp of thought which 
seizes almost every thing, as if by 
intuition; which thinks, decides and 
acts in the same moment; which 
forms the best possible judgment 
in the shortest possible time; which 
is not only cool & collected, but is rous 
ed and excited by danger, must all 
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Novr ter of a great general. 

21 If such men can be found in our country 
there is little chance for their premo 
tion under our democratic Govern 
ment, which repudiates talent 

as aristocratical. A new list of 
generals is now brought forward 
whose qualifications must be tested 
by experience. 

22 Sunday . Morn cloudy, wind SW 
and the day continued cloudy 
with cool air. No frost in 

the ground nor appearance of 
winter. All is now calm ex 
cepting now and then a mournful 
howl from the leaders of demo 
cracy, who delight in disturbing 
the order of society and would 
reverse the laws of nature were 
“it within their power, and “teach 
infinite wisdom how to rule” 

He asks to the retuning good 
sense of the people of their Common 
wealth, the knowledge of these des 
turbers of society are dying away 
in faint echos which no longer alarm 

quiet 
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quiet citizens, who prefer peace 
and harmony to dissonant sounds 
which have prevailed, every 
part of our country since the de 
mise of the great patriot Wash 
ington , who gave America 
a respectable rank among the 
nations of Europe, and presented 
to the world a people whose hap 
pines would have been permanent 
had not utopian theories and po 
litical corruption been diffused, by 
men who hold that salutary 
restraint and virtuous principles 
are incompatible with liberty. 

Alas! the extent to which their 
contaminating principles have been 
carried since the days of Washington 
and his co-patriots? 

Monday . Morn cloudy but 
soon became fair, with wind at 
NW; last night considerable rain 
fell. The day continued the same 
I am informed that in the deep 
excavation of our rail road opposite 
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to our village, the soil has been 

brought down from the active 

ities and covered the rails to 

considerable depth. This one 

of the difficulties I had anticipated 

from the unwise location of 

the road. A number of workmen 

have been employed in removing 

the obstruction, which has thus 

occurred. Similar impediments 

I fear, will often happen all 

of which might have been avoid 

ed by a more judicious loca 

tion, on ground nearly level, be 

tween long-hill & Cheapside village 

and many thousands of dollars have 

been saved in the construction of 

the road. The labor has been 

carried on vigorously, but it is to be 

regretted that much of it has been misapplied 

on deep cuts & embankments which 

ought to have been avoided. 

This day the rail road train 

passed over Cheapside bridge and reached 

the depot at Greenfield village and 

the road is now open from that vil 

lage to Springfield. 
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Had this been predicted 50 years 
ago, I should have considered it the wild 
raving of the imagination, as im 
probably as the prediction of Dr Dar 
win, quoted at page 375. 

By the last letter from my son 
we are informed that he and his par 
ty are still on the rail road survey 
westerly of Plattsburgh, through an un 
cultivated country where they en 
camp at night in a bush-hut, and 
feed principally on pork & bread, 
good fare for stomachs not pam 
pered with luxuries. The ground 
he says, is far from snow. Employ 
ment of their kind is useful in the 
education of young men, who have 
firm constitutions, since it divests them 
of the enfeebling proclivities, of a home 
life and prepares them for hardships 
not always avoidable. The mind 
is also fitted for enterprise and 
taught to seek resources of its own 
in vertical cases that may accrue, 
without which may is but a feeble 
being, for empower to the brute caution 
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One thus habituated to hard 
Novr ship and possessed of a good stock of 

23 elementary knowledge, rarely 

finds it difficult to obtain hon 
orable employment in all con 
ditions of life. 

24 Tuesday . Fair morn wind W. 

& cold, and fair day 
Elizabeth left us for Halifax 
where she is to stay sometime at 
Snow~'l her Father’s residence. Mr Henry 

at Hal says about 2 inches of snow fell 

if ax _J at that place last Sunday night; 

while we had none—a striking 
proof of the effect of altitude ra 
ther than latitude; and shows 
Re why isothermal lines , traced 

marks] on the surface of the earth, are 

so sinuous, embracing different 
latitudes. The temperature 
of Halifax is as low as that of some 
of the towns on the upper part 
of the valley of the Connecticut, and 
sometimes temperature is formed on high 
mountains in low latitudes; but in 
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New England we have no moun 
tains of perpetual 1 though 
the White mountains in N. Hamp 
shire are not far below it. 

Towns situated on elevated 
countries, about our latitude, are 
very pleasant residences in sum 
mer seasons; but in the winter they 
are rather too severe for com 
fort, and require much fuel: 
they are also more subject to palmon 
ic diseases than the low vallies. 
where those of an inflammatory 
diathesis prevail, especially before 
the lands are thoroughly cultivated. 
Wednesday . Mom cloudy 
the ground slightly covered with 
snow, and wind N Day con 
tinued cloudy with a moderate fall 
of snow. 

Our party of surveyors on the 
Plattsburgh rail road will soon find 
the snow too deep for further operation 
and be compelled to abandon the 
work until next season. In the 
mean time they will find full 
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employment in the office , in making 
plans, profiles and calculation from 
their surveys. The task requires 
skill, patience, and study persever 
ance, not always found in young 
men who have not been inured to 
hard service and study effort. 

Rail road projects now command 
much of the attention of the people 
of this country, and by multiplying 
them; they may be overdone, espe 
cially on short routes unconnected with 
the great marts on navigable 
waters, or intensive interior trade. 
Agriculture & the mechanic arts 
are the great sources of prosperity, 
and rail roads are useful only when 
they facilitate these branches of busi 
ness. A further multiplication of them 
in Massachusetts, would be folly. If 
other communications are necessary 
for the accommodation of towns lying 
off of the road, they should consist 
of well graded waggon routes. 

But so [ ] are some of 

the people [ ] believe that rail 

roads 
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roads may be easily constructed, 
by cutting down, or tunneling 
through high mountains, for 
the accommodation of a few 
towns only. This zeal will 
be will abate when men re 
turn to solid reflection, and 
learn that millions of dollars 
are not at the command of a 
few, in the interior of the country, 
who obtain a comfortable sup 
port by their industry & economy. 
Thursday . Morn cloudy West 
wind: Day fair & cold. 

Snow fell yesterday & last night, about 
six inches & is considerably drifted. 
This day is our annual thanks 
giving by Governor’s proclama 
tion, an old custom in Massa 
chusetts, and now coming into 
practice in other states out of N. 
England, a day which our fore 
fathers held as sound, but by no 
one of hilarity & good dinners. 

Men it is true finds much for 
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thanksgiving, in the structure 
of the Universe & the institution 
of the laws which govern it; in 
the wonderful provisions made 
for his comfort & support, and 
on the powers & faculties of his 
mind, which enable him to 
apply the laws of nature to his 
purposes. 

“But errs not nature from this gracious end, 

From burning suns when livid deaths descend, 
When earthquake swallow, or when tempests sweep 
Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep” 

No (‘tis reply’d) the first almighty cause 

Acts not by partial, but by gen’ral laws ” 5 

The rail road train has made 

no passage this day. If it be 

obstructed by the first fall of 

snow, may we not look for 

[ ] instances of the [ —} 

in the course of the winters? In 

countries where deep snows 

prevail, rail roads are very lia 

ble to obstruction in the winter 

season. Several methods of clearing 

the snow from the rails are [ ] & but none 

I believe, have proved effectual. 

In 


5 Alexander Pope’s Essay on Man. 
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In drifting storms deep exca 
vations are generally filled to a 
considerable depth and require 
much labor to clear them, and hence 
they should be avoided if possible 
These are considerations which the 
Engineer should have in mind in 
selecting his route, especially in 
countries liable to deep snows.- 
Friday . Cloudy morn, wind 
SW. Soon fair, but cloudy at night. 

The snow now affords pretty good 
roads for sleighs, but the rail 
road train is not regular in its 
arrivals.- 

We hear of no movement of Gen 

Taylor since the capture of Monteray, and our 

democrats are becoming impatient 

at the delay, in not marching to the 

Halls of Montezuma , which they had 

supposed but a pleasant tour. What 

profound ignorance of systemat 

ic war! But here they evince as 

much knowledge as in their wild 

system of Government, suited only to 

a mobacracy. 
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Saturday . Cloudy mom 
wind SW. PM. Sun out 
but hazy, our moderate 
accounting to the latest intelli 
gence, Gen Taylor lay at Monte 
ray with between 6000 & 7000 
men, waiting for a reinforcement 
of volunteers, from the States, 

9 regiments of which, it is said 
are called for by Mr Polk, to 
serve during the war. Many 
of the troops in the Camp are said 
to be sickly, and some of the regi 
ments find but a few fit for 
duty.- To invade a country 
with a force insufficient to 
hold the conquered posts, and 
to continue to advance evinces 
a want of foresight and to re 
ly on volunteer corps of undis 
ciplined militia for reinforce 
ments is preposterous. Gen Tay 
lor’s delay at Monterey may af 
ord the Mexicans time to fortify 
positions & assemble a large force 
The delay of Gen Burgoyne’s 
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invading army in 1777, at Fort 
Edward, was an instance of this 
kind and his subsequent ad 
vance to Stillwater without a cer 
tainty of supplies of provisions is 
a lesson for commanders. 
Sunday , morn thinly cloudy 
& wind NW the day fair 
with a hazy sky. The day 
has been mild and the snow 
melted freely on the south side 
of buildings. We have a report 
of a direful disaster of a steam 
boat on long island sound, in 
which from 60 to 80 people were 
lost. The boat is said to have 
burst its boiler in a storm and 
down upon Fishers island , I 
have not received the particulars 
of the disaster. Probably many 
useful men have been lost; 
and though we are anxious for 
a list of names, we shall read 
it with shuddering sensations, 
and indeed almost consent to its 


suppression. 
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Monday . Morn with broken 
clouds & W. wind; the day 
mostly cloudy. 

Prospects of Boston. 

This place city has been a place 
of busy trade since the first set 
lers of New-England, and is 
now becoming a central point of 
trade for the northern and NW states of 
the Union. Connected with 
Europe by steam ships & with 
the northern & western sections 
of our country by rail roads, she 
cannot fail to increase & to flourish 
By the western railroad, she com 
numicates with Lake Erie by A1 
bany & Buffalo; and by the 
Fitchburgh and there the Burling 
ton rail road, with Lake Cham 
plain: And when the road is 
opened from Plattsburgh to Ogdens 
burgh, her communication will 
extend to the waters of Lake Onta 
rio, and through the Welland 
canal, to Lake Erie, thence to Lakes 
Huron and Michigan, to the western 
extremity of Superior, commanding 
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in some measure, the trade 

of the north and south shores 

of all these waters. N. York lately 

it is true, will command a por 

tion of this trade by the western 

canal & the Hudson. But Boston 

seems to command the trade 

from Europe more fully than 

than the City of N. York, probably 

from a greater spirit of enterprise 

of the former over the latter. Under 

these circumstances Boston must 

continue to grow, and will form 

one extended mass of buildings 

on all sides of her bay, and may 

ultimately exceed N. York in magni 

tude. One course of this flourishing 

condition of Boston, no doubt, re 

suits from the correctness of her polit 

ical principles, and her superior 

police. Hence the rights of her Citi 

zens are regarded & property pro 

tected by wholesome laws, and 

few disturbances are felt from an 

ruly influx of foreigners who inundates the 

City of N. York. In short, if ever there 

was a place city well [ ], Boston is the place 
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Here arts & sciences flourish 
republicanism is found practicable 
and good men are esteemed, 
notwithstanding the efforts of dem 
agogues, to reduce the city to a mobocracy 
“Revered in arms, in peace humane, 

No shore, nor realm shall 

bound thy sway, 

While all the virtues own they reign, 

And subject elements olay.” 6 

Tuesday Morn fair wind N.W. 

We have some of the particulars 
of the direful disaster on the Sound 
mentioned on Sunday last. 

The steam boat Atlantic, 
sailed from Newark for New 
York during the storm of Wednes 
day evening, the 25 th and when about 
2 miles below New London 
light (about 2 oclock at night) 
burst her steam chest, which 
rendered it necessary to cast anchor 


6 Robert Treat Paine, Rise Columbia. 
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but from the severity of the 

gale & heavy sea, she dragged under & parted 

her cable & become utterly 

unmanageable. She drifted about 

in sight of New London during 

the day (Thursday) but got 

no aid from the craft sent 

for her relief, in consequence of the 

heavy swell. She thus continued 

to float at the mercy of the mer 

cy of the wind & waves until about 4 Vi 

o clock Friday morning, when 

she drifted upon the rocks of 

Fishers island, some 10 or 12 miles 

from New London, and went 

to pieces in about 5 minutes. Of 

about 80 passengers, only about 

20 were saved. During Thursday 

a steam boat was sent from Nor 

wich for the relief of the unfortunate 

vessel, but the sea was so rough 

that the relieving boat could 

give no aid. The names of the 

lost are not given; excepting the 

master of the boat Capt Dustan. 

It 
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It is said that the Citizens 
of New London are severely blam 
ed for not sending more 
efficient aid. 

Memo The grand error was 
in leaving the harbor of N. Lon 
don in the evening, during a 
storm . Stated times of depart 
ure should always be regulated 
by circumstances. The castastro 
phe, it is hoped, will produce 
more caution. But in this 
“ go ahead ” age caution is becom 
ing an obsolete term- 
Mexico . By the last accounts 
from Monterey we learn that San 
ta Anna is at San Luis Potosi with 
12,000 men, and constantly receiving 
reinforcements and determined to 
make a vigorous defense of his coun 
try, against our invading army. 

Mr Polk of course finds it ne 
cessary to increase our Army; and 
it [ ] Gen. Scott has been or 

dered to Mexico to take the com 
mand of the United States army. 
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It now remains to be seen 
whether 6 or 7 millions of people can 
be so easily conquered as we 
have supposed At any rate 
if we conquer that republic it will 
be at an expense little dreamed 
of by those who plunged us into it. 
nor without more hard fight 
ing. However the war may term 
inate, it will add nothing to our 
honor in the eyes of Europe; but 
evince that a government claim 
ing to be based on the rights of the 
people, may be as unjust as that of a des 
pot who feels power & forgets 
rights. The only difference is, 
the despot may be the only source of 
the corruption, while in a repub 
lie a majority may partake of 
the same turpitude. 

Wednesday Morn cloudy 
wind N.E. and a fall of snow 
day continued cloudy & PM some 
rain fell, the hills covered with 
fog. 
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Thursday . Morn cloudy, wind 
N.E. sun appeared about 11 
o clock MM. the remainder fair. 

The appointment of Gen. Scott 
to the command of our army in 
Mexico, probably was dictated by 
the circumstances of the Army at 
this time. The Chiefs of Brigade 
under Gen. Taylor are inexperi 
enced in the tented field, and 
by a spirit of uneducation they 
may be disposed to rush into 
the melee of a battle, where more 
prudent modes of attack would 
be equally if not more successful, 
and less loss of lives. 

To moderate those rash impetus 
osity, and to introduce more sys 
thematic movement, the exeri 
ence of Gen. Scott may be ne 
cessary. This officer, in Mr 
Madisons war of 1812, had ac 
quired a name for bravery in 

several 
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battles, but as beloved at the 
time, rather of a chivalrous char 
acter, more remarkable for in 
dividual exploits, than effected 
impressions on an enemy, by com 
bined movement & regulated obedi 
ence. But a thirty years of peace 
has given time for reflection and 
the acquirement of strategic rules, 
and the General is probably now com 
palent to the command of a army. 

Gen Winfield Scott was born 
near Petersburg in Virginia, June 
13 th 1785 and is now about 61 
years of age. In 1808 he was 
appointed Captain of Artillery in 
which capacity, he served until 
the declaration of the war of 1812, 
when he was promoted to the rank 
of Lt. Col. in the 2 nd regiment of artillery, 
and was ordered to Buffalo in the 
state of N. York. From that time to 
the close of the war, he was in active 
service & shared in several engagements 4 


^Analytic Magazine Vol. 4 th 1814 
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received the appointment of Colonel 

Brigadier Gen. and Maj. Gen. by Bre 

vet. Since the war he has been 

retained in command and on the 

death of Major Gen Macombe was placed 

at the head of our army. This 

Gen. may now find an 

opportunity to scour off the rest 

of a thirty years peace; and we 

regret that his skill is not 

to be tested by a justifiable 

war, honorable to the Country 

and himself. 

Whatever may be the opinion of Gen 
Scott on the justice and necessity of the 
war, we know not, but his residence 
at Washington during the struggle would 
have ill comported with his station 
of commander in chief- 
In the conduct of Mr Polk’s army 
of invasion Gen. Taylor has proved him 
self a fighting General , and for any 
thing we know, he may be compe 
tent to the command of numerous 
forces. But it proven a sickly 
camp 



443 


Deer campaign, a mutinous dispose 

3 tion of his volunteers, Gen. Taylor 

has been retarded in his progress, 
and thereby excited the impatience of 
reckless democrats, he may be wil 
ling to willing to relinquish the 
chief command to Gen. Scott, 
who, however successful in his op 
erations, will but conquer a weak na 
tion, incapable of defending herself 
against rapacity & injustice, and 
whose fate will excite the commiser 
ation of other nations: And far 
be from me, or my friends, the honor 
of such a conquest. 

4 Friday . Mom fair, many broken clouds 

and NW wind; the day alternate 
by fair & cloudy. 

Since the contract of the rail 

road company to carry the mail, 

it has been irregular in its ar 

rival, and of course our intelli 

gence by the papers is tardy. It 

is hoped we shall not be submitted long 

to this difficulty. The 
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The value of a mail depends 
much upon its punctuality, as 
well as its rapidity. 

In the Amherst Express we find 
some particulars of the loss of the 
Atlantic Steam Boat at Fishers 
Island in Long Island Sound. 

The whole number of person on 
board is stated to be from 100 to 110, 
and that 45 were lost; but the 
accounts are yet imperfect. 

Daniel Webster & Judge Kent were 
passengers from Boston as far as 
Norwich, where they left, not liking 
to embark in the storm, a wise 
decision, when they could pro 
ceed by land, and a proof of 
superior foresight in great minds. 

The Boat left Allen’s point about 
12 oclock on Wednesday night, and 
such was the violence of the gale, 
that she [ ] found great difficulty in land 

ing at New-London. Ought she then 
to have left that port in such 
a gale? The rule never to risk 
much for little seems to have been 


disregarded. The rule is a wise one 



and ought never to be forgotten; 
but men, by a series of success, become 
careless, and sooner or later, suf 
fer the consequences. An ancient 
sage once said “he had always a 
quitted that he had gone to any 
place by water , when he might have 
proceeded by land ” And I am not 
far from his opinion. 

Saturday . Morn fair, wind 
N, followed by a fair day. 

Another Steam Boat disaster, 
occurred on the 21 st of November 
on the Mississippi about 7 miles 
below Natches. The steam boat 
Sultana bound down the river 
came in contact with the Maria 
bound up, and by the violence of 
the shock, broke the connection pipe 
of the latter, by which 25 or 30 
deck passengers were scalded and 
the boat sinking, about the same No 
drowned. Will it still be said 
steam boats are safe conveyances ? 
such collision in the day time, cannot 
happen but from carelessness, and the 
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commander who commits it, de 
serves prompt punishment. 

Steam vessels at the best, are liable to 
fatal accidents, to which ought 
not to be added those of carelessness. 

In Sea coast & Lake navigation 

by steam vessels, some scheme 

is wanting by which the ves 

sel may be worked by sails 

when the steam machinery 

is deranged; and { —j-the 

the steamers from Liverpool 

to Boston have this provision, 

and are converted to wind 

vessels, when circumstances re 

quire it. Would it not be 

wise to furnish at least one mast 

to each of our steamers, for Sea coast & 

Lake navigation, with a sail 

ready to be rigged to the mast. 

The mast might be short like 
a jury-mast, and it would not 
much retard the celerity of the 
vessel, even when sailing against 
the wind. 

Had the unfortunate steamer At 
lantic, been thus prepared, 
might 



might she not have made the 
harbor of Stonington, or Newport, 
with safety, instead of floating 
30 hours, at the mercy of the wind 
& waves, and then dashing upon 
the rocks at Fisher’s island, with 
the loss of 45 or 50 men & the vessel 
But such is the present rage for 
velocity that the inconsiderate 
will prefer the swiftest vessel, re 
gardless of consequences. To such 
precaution are vain and they 
must be left to suffer from their 
folly and stupidity- 
Sunday . Morn fair & wind N; 
the day fair. 

The papers are full of the incidents 
of the loss of the Atlantic steamer, 
The scene was terrifying and 
ought to excite caution. Capt Dus 
tan, it seems to be generally ought 
not to have sailed from N. London 
in such a storm. But he had great 
confidence in strength of his vessel 
and may have been urged to by his 
passengers who were but all able 
to judge of the danger of the trip. But 
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Deer er will not be thus dictated, 

6 by a wild inconsiderate multi 

tude who plunge headlong into 
difficulties, which a little foresight 
would have avoided. Thus “ go on 
head” course seems to be the or 
der of the day, and the prudent 
man is supposed to lack enter 
prise. 

7 Monday . Morn fair & cold, 

wind N day partially cloudy & cold. 
This day Congress commences a 
session at Washington, and we 
can now to see the collected wis 
dom of the nation, and from 
Mr Polk we look for details of 
his glorious conquests in Mexico 
and of the flourishing state of the 
Treasury. He may also notice the 
progress of democratic liberty, and 
recommend new annexations of 
sections of Mexico to our Union. 

But whatever may be the tenor 
of his message those who look to it 
for wise measures, will be disappointed 
A stream of an unpure source 

affords 
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That a majority of Congress will 
provide means for prosecuting the 
war is not doubled, unless a re 
sort to direct taxation is found necessary, 
in which case the people will begin 
to look to the ballot boxes, and the 
numbers are sensitive to such views 
The recent call of Mr Polk for a regi 
ment of volunteers from this state may 
be to test the popularity of the war here, 
but little appears to warrant a 
compliance with the request; and our 
warm democrats seem to be more ready 
to fight at the ballot boxes , then in the 
hells of Mexico. Why the other states 
of New England are not inducted in 
the call, we have yet to learn- 
The war in which we are engaged 
through the illegal strides of Mr 
Polk, is now stripped of its disguise 
and appears in its true dress. It be 
gan with injustice and is now prose 
cuted for conquest, and if the people 
of these states, are ready to support they 
have fallen to a [ ] [ ] of degradation 

than we had anticipated. If 
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If we over run and conquer Mex 
ico, let it be remembered that it was by 
a war of our republic against ano 
ther, unable to defend her rights; 
and that the future historian will 
give it to the world in turns 
which will not redound to the 
honor or honesty of the administra 
tion who erected and basely 
prosecuted it, against justice and 
right. And will not civilized 
nations mark this character of 
one nation, which talks so 
much of the right of men, and 
plunders them, for the gratifica 
tion of a base ambition & cupidity. 
What a fall from the rank we 
held under Washington & his co 
patriots! Could the sage rise 
from his tomb and behold 
the abuse of the liberties he left 
us, what emotions of grief would 
swell in his breast. And, though 
in the latter part of his admin 
istration, and that of John Adams, 
he witnessed the incipient approach 
es of corrupting principles fatal 
to the happiness of the people, he 

could 
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7 ception of the extent they would 

be carried at this time, when 
great & good men are held as 
enemies to their country, and 
unworthy of public trust, while 
obscure men of unknown tal 
ents are raised to the highest places 
by a party, a portion of which 
are about as well qualified to 
judge of political science, as they 
are of the principles of the higher 
geometry. While the friends 
of order lament this state of things, 
they do not despair of the contin 
ation of the republic, believing 
that as information a morals 
and defense through the country, 
the people will return to good 
sense, and prefer domestic happi 
ness and quiet; to anarchy & con 
fusion- 

8 Tuesday . Mom cloudy with fog 

& N wind. Last night considerable 
rain fell! the day continued 
cloudy & foggy with some rain 
and moderate air. 
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Another steamer wrecked 
on our coast. 

The steam vessel North Amer 
ica left St Johns, New Brunswick 
on the 25 th ult. for Boston via 
[ ] Port, and the same night 

during a gale, burst her steam 
pipe and dragged her anchors 
and ran ashore on Long Head 
(Mount Desert) The crew and 
passengers, about 60, got safe 
to land except one {—} man; 
the vessel lost. The accident of 
the machinery was similar to that 
of the Atlantic in Long Island 
sound, and had the vessel stood 
the ground, or rocks, at some 
distance from the shore the ac 
cident might have been as fatal 
Steam-Boats were first constructed 
for river navigation, and the principle 
object was to give them velocity, and 
in case of the derangement of the ma 
chinery, and could be [ ] from 

the adjacent shores [ ] a storm. 

But in steam vessels for navigating 
wide waters, when storms often 
[ ] a different construction is 

obviously 
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8 on steam alone is unwise. These 

vessels should be provided with 
masts and sails to be used in 
case of accidents in the steam machi 
nery, as we have suggested in page 
446. Without some contrivance 
of this kind sea vessels are un 
safe and no prudent man will 
risk himself on board. The late 
accidents ought to turn the public 
attention to the subject. 

9 Wednesday . Mom cloudy, wind N 

and rain last night, clear before 
noon & continued fair 
The snow is now much reduced 
and the roads nearly bare. 

Our democratic papers call upon 
their democratic friends to turn 
out and fill the rank of the Regiment 
called for by Mr Polk, from this state; 
but as yet, little zeal appears 
among them to partake of the glory 
of the war in Mexico. No, they 
are better fitted to remain at home 
and fight their battles at the ballot 
boxes where there is no danger of 
broken bones. Nor are the [_1 
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of this sort of tactics unwil 
ing that their faithful soldiers 
should remain in their ranks 
for home-service , since Gen. Tay 
lors battles and Mexican mala 
ria are rather thinning to their 
ranks, already diminishing by 
desertion from the state troops 
Thursday . Fair morn, wind 
N.E., at noon the heavens 
completely covered with clouds; 
this change took place in a short 
space of time, perhaps from a 
sudden condensation of the aqueous 
vapor in the atmosphere, by a 
descent of cold air from the higher 
regions. Such changes, I think, may 
thus occur and sudden snow 
soon follow. 

The day continued cloudy- 
Elizabeth arrived from Halifax 
with her brother, and informs 
that Arthur will be here next 
week from Plattsburgh. One of 
his party having been injured 
by the fall of a tree, has delay 
ed his survey in some degree. 
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11 NE; last night several inches of 

snow fell. Wind soon veered 
Winter"! N.W. at noon fair, or broken 
aspect J clouds. The surface again pre 
sents a winter aspect and we 
close ab[o]ut on stoves to keep up 
a due degree of heat; but to me 
the winter is far from an agree 
able season, while the young 
and athletic bear it without 
much inconvenience. 

12 Saturday . Morn fair, wind 

N: and fair & cold day. 

President Polk’s call on Massa 
chusetts for a regiment of volunteers 
to serve in Mexico during the 
war, finds but few respondents 
Capt. Edward Webster however 
seems to be ready to embrace this 
opportunity to acquire military 
fame . In a Boston paper we no 
tice one advertisement inviting men 
to call at his office & fill up his 
company. Would in not be wise 
in this gentleman, to feel some 

of 
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hardships of the brutal field 
before he puts on the epaulettes 
His taste for military service 
may have been created by be 
holding the militia dances to 
a band of music on Boston 
Common, not exactly suited 
to the banks of the Rio Grand 
or the batteries of Monterey 
under Gen. Taylor’s school of 
discipline, in which strict 
subordination & implicit obedi 
ence of orders are essential ingre 
dients, rarely found in men 
who elect their officers. 

But should this N. England 
regiment be filled up, and 
organized for service according 
to the call of President Polk, who 
will present faint claim 
to a pair of epaulettes than our 
patriotic Captain, whose zeal 
we are not disposed to depreciate. 
For aught we know the Captain 
may possess the recondite talents of 


a 
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12 tunity to display his genius. 

But we doubt whether he has chosen 
the most direct path to military 
fame by mustering a militia 
corps for Mr Polks wars of inva 
sion & conquest: and with Wash 
ington we believe “that no man 
who regards order, regularity or 
economy, or who has any regard 
for his own honor, character, or 
peace of mind, will risk them up 
on this issue” ~ See his official 
letters to Congress, which we re 
commend for Capt Webster’s careful 
perusal. 

13 Sunday Mom fair, wind 

NW & cold; the continued much 
the same throughout. Sleighing is 
now good. We now begin to ex 
perience cold nights and riv 
ers will soon be bridged with ice. 
Southern regions are now in 
viting, but we have little incli 
nation for volunteering in Mr Polks 
war of rapacity in Mexico; we 
leave that honor to Capt. Webster and 
his Citizen soldiers. 


7 Louis de Bourbon, Prince of Conde (1621-1686), known for his military prowess in the Thirty 
Years War. 
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Monday . Morn fair, wind NW 
and cold air; the day fair 

We have in the papers, the long 
message of President Polk, to Congress 
in which he labors to prove 
the necessity of the war on our 
part. It reminds of the plea 
of a sophistical lawyer to a jury 
in the defense of a guilty client, 
that makes an impression on 
the audience of the [ ] of the 

culprit, until the opposite plea 
is made. The courses of the 
war needed no elaborate in 
vestigation; they are found in 
a nutshell- 

the vacillating Vice-President 
Tyler, having annexed Texas to our 
Union, Mr Polk was elected to 
to complete the plan projected 
by democracy. 

A vast extent of sparsely settled 
country, lying west of Texas, must 
be annexed to the Union to par 
take of the blessings of democracy 
liberty & southern slavery. To 
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To effect this, the following schemes 
were adopted 

1 st Mr Polk to send a force to the 
Nueces to protect the Texans , un 
der the name of an army of “observa 
tion.” Finding no opposition 
from the Mexicans, and that 
a war was not likely to ensue 
from this occupancy, Mr Polk 
adopted a 

2d Scheme , more certain in its 
result. Gen. Taylor then at the 
head of the army, of about 2000 
was ordered to invade the disputed 
territory and advance about 100 
miles to the left bank of the Rio Grand, 
and to take up a position opposite 
to the Mexican army on the right 
bank, this produced the desired ob 
ject. The Mexicans crossed the river 
and at length fought the battle of 
the 8 th & 9 th of May, were defeated, & 
repassed the River. Then movement 
were communicated to Congress, with 
a demand for men & means to carry 
on the war, which had thus been pro 
duced. Congress took the bait , granted 
Mr Polk 500000 volunteers & 10 or 12 
million of dollars to maintain the contest 
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Gen. Taylor soon crossed the river, drove 
back the Mexicans and took possess 
of several of their [ ] towns; 

and strong hopes were entertained that 
he would soon advance & occupy 
the Halls of Montezuma . 

3d Scheme . Col. Kurney, created a 
Brigadier General, was ordered to assem 
ble a force on the frontier of Missouri 
advance through the wild country 
to Santa Fe, occupy that & the neigh 
boring country. This being accom 
plished, a 

4 th Scheme was adopted. The inhab 
itans were to be concilliated and 
prepared for a democratic govern 
ment. The volunteer printers from 
N. Orleans established printing presses 
to preach up the secrets of demo 
cratic liberty , as taught in the United 
States, and civil governments were 
formed to facilitate annexations 
of new states to our union. In the mean 
time a force was assembled at 
the City of New-York, to be sent 
round Cape Horn to take possession 
of upper California. These troops 
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composed of farmers, mechanics, &c 
furnished with their implements, were to 
revolutionize and hold possession of 
the country at the close of the war 
and thus the declared plan of Mr 
Polk for excluding all nations from 
holding possession in N America was to be 
effected, excepting the British provinces 
which is to be completed in ano 
ther war. 

5 th Scheme , now in operation. 

Our army to be reinforced, to take the 
place of the volunteers whose term 
of service will soon expire, then 
southern Mexico to be reduced to 
vassalage, and Mr Polk to conquer 
a peace , which he cannot really do by 
negotiation on equitable grounds. 

But at any rate, the latitude[e] of 
the mouth of the Rio Grand, or further 
south, to be our southern boundary. 

Mr Polk may multiply words 
on the cause of the war, and at 
empts to place the Mexicans in fault, 
but all enlightened men will perceive 
the baseness of the whole plan continued 
by his democratic supporters. But 
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But he must recollect that when the 
people felt the expense of his plan, 
they will resort to the ballot-boxes 
to check the base schemes to which 
he has resorted to gratify his party, 
who have adopted the motto of a 
Roman Senator: Delanda est Cartha 
go! 8 

Tuesday . Mom thinly cloudy, 
wind N.E. and cold air; day 
generally fair. 

I have examined a reennos 
ance of the U.S. Exploring Expedition 
in the years 1838, 1839-1840, 

1841, & 1842 By Charles Wilkes 
U.S.N., Commander of the Expe 
dition, in 5 vols Royal 8 vo and & 
an atlas—a superb Edition 
published by Lea & Blanchard, 
Philadelphia 1845. 

The squadron under the com 
mand of Lt Wilkes consisted of 
the Peacock , a sloop of war, 
of 650 tons; the Vincennes, a sloop 
of war 780 tons; the Porpose , Gen 
Bragg 230 tons; two tenders, the 

sea 


8 “Carthage must be destroyed,” as said by Cato the Elder, a Roman Senator, prior to the start of the 
Third Punic War. Cato and his party were concerned about Rome’s rival city, Carthage, and 
advocated for its destruction. 
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sea gull & flying fish , 110 & 96 tons, 
a store ship, the Relief newly built 
A corps of scientific gentlemen 
accompanied the Expedition. Viz: 

Mr Hale, Phylologist; Mr Pickering 
& Peale, Naturalists; Mr Couthouy 
Concologist; Mr Dana, Mineralo 
gist; Mr Rich, Botanist; Mr Drayton 
Mr Agate, Draghtsmen; Mr Brack 
enridge, Horticulturist. 

The Squardron sailed from Hamp 

ton roads, in Chesapeake Bay, August 

18 th 1838, and [ ] for the island 

Madeira where he arrived Sept. 16 th 

Thence to Rio Janeiro, south Ameri 

ca and southerly to the shoals of 

La [ ], through which he en 

tered the Pacific Ocean; then north 

erly to Valparaiso, in Chili, and after 

words to Calao in Peru, whence the squadron 

sailed for Tahiti, where it arrived 

at Matavi Bay , about the 10 th of Septr 

This with an appendix concludes 

the 1 st Vol. 

During the voyage the Squadron 
touched at various places, & in some in 
stances excursions were made into the interiors 
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Wednesday . Mom fair & cold 
and wind N.; our river frozen 
over in various places. Day 
continued fair. 

In perusing the Exploring 
Expedition by Lt. Wilkes we per 
ceive a striking difference between 
the art of Navigation since the 
time of Lord Anson, 100 years 
ago. The multiplication of new 
and accurate instruments, partic 
ularly of chronometers and the 
application of lunar distances 
enable the navigator to traverse 
the ocean, with about as much 
certainty as we haved by land; 
and dead reconing is relied 
on only when the heavens 
are clouded. 

Islands in the Pacific sup 
posed to have been discovered by 
prior navigators were often 
sought for by the exploring expedition 
without success, and ended 
in some instances, their location 
were passed over by the squadron. 

This 
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is explained from the inac 
curacy of the former methods 
of determining positions at sea 
or perhaps from mistaking 
log banks for islands. 

The navigating instruments 
used by the vessels, were con 
structed in Europe by the best 
artists, and were far superior 
to any of the kind made in this 
country. In Anson’s day the 
Sextant had hardly been brought 
into use and the lunar method 
of determining longitude was I 
believe, unknown, or not reduced 
to practice: and of course dead 
reconing was the only reliance. The 
calculation of the nautical alma 
nac in England, has also afforded 
great aid to navigators. Thus we 
see that the science of all countries 
tend to the welfare & happiness of 
man; and that he who would 
retard its progress over the world, is 
an enemy to civilization and is mis 
placed among the human race. 

In this point of view, how despicable 

appear 
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appear the wars of ambition 
which have prevailed in the world? 
not excepting the one in which 
we are now engaged for the con 
quest of a neighboring republic, 
which has rights to protect as 
well as ourselves. 

In the progress of science and 
its attendant arts, civilized na 
tions should learn that wars 
are obstruction to the progress 
of useful improvement, and 
that they may be avoided by 
a strict adherence to justice, and the 
benevolent feelings [ ] from man 

to man, in our own or other 
countries. Prejudices of one country 
against another and the fruits of 
limited views common to the 
uninformed, and should be dis 
carded as the bane of happiness. 
Thursday Mom cloudy, cold 
and wind N.E.: the day contin 
ued cloudy & snow fell at night. 
Massachusetts volunteers . An 
order has been received from the 
war department, directing the 

volunteer 
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volunteer companies of this 
state, to be mustered into the service 
of the U. States, as fast as each 
company shall be reported ready. 
Capt Webster will now find op 
portunity to show the extent of 
his zeal and military genius in 
the humane war of invasion, in 
Mexico, and we are highly pleased 
that he is thus to be gratified. 
Standing with [ ] of Lexington and 

Bunker hill, he, and his men, cannot 
fail of acquiring glory on the plains 
& hills of Mexico; and we hope 
they may ascape the diseases of a 
tropical region, and the bullets of 
the Mexicans, in so “just a cause” 
as the defense of their country 
against an invading army. 

Capt Webster, we are informed 
is a son of the great patriot Dan 
iel Webster, of course we conclude 
he has not grown to manhood with 
out wise instruction. But that he 
has chosen the profession of arms, at 
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the advice of his father, we 
are not ready to believe, is he 
Deer [ ] in a war so unjust as that 

17 we have waged against Mexico. 

for the base purpose of conquest 
of the territory of a sister re 
public. 

Other gentlemen of Boston, we 
are informed, are now attempting 
other! to enlist companies for the Mexi 

volunU can war with expectations of 

teersl decorating their shoulders 

with, at least, one epaulette 
All the gentlemen thus engaged 
may be respectable in civil life: 

Re but without some sort of appren 

marksj ticeship , must be incompetent judg 

es of the military profession. 

We would not however require that 
they should have become familiar 
with the military dances on Boston 
Common, nor with the art of rigging 
out their fellow citizens in buckram 
and striped coats; nor with ele 
gant dinners, toasts and table speech 
es at superb hotels that [ ] have no af 

finity with the duties of soldiers. 
Young gentlemen who have been 
habituated 



469 


Deer 

17 

offr 

cers’ 

ad 

vice^ 


habituated to these [ ], 

generally imbibe false notions of 
the military profession. 

A general officer, in a letter to 
his son who was entering upon a 
military life, says: “There is no pro 
fession which requires more genius 
and talents; more strength of mind 
as well as of body; that calls for great 
er self-denial; for a stricter government 
over the passions; for closer application; 
for more ready obedience; or for more 
rigid attention to your general con 
duct” He adds: “These represent a[c] 
tions will surprise [e] you, if you have 
hitherto listened only to those head 
strong and misguided young offi 
cers, who fancy their uniform is 
is alone sufficient to attract respect; 
that their commissions will serve 
them instead of knowledge, talents 
and virtue; and that bravery is 
all that is requisite in fulfilling 
the duties of their professions.” 

How few among our young men 
temper their zeal for military employ 
ment, by such considerations & too late 
find out their mischoice of profession. In 
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In the introduction to my Cavalry 
Discipline , I have expressed my 
ideas of the qualifications of young 
officers, which I venture to recom 
mend to their attention, with absence of 
better. 

Friday . Mom cloudy, wind N, 
and last night considerable snow 
fell: the day continued cloudy 
but the air in some degree mod 
erated. Towards night some snow 
fell. 

We are looking anxiously for 
details of the proceeding of Con 
gress, with the hope that some 
steps will be taken to end the war 
with Mexico; but as Mr. Polk 
is bound to satisfy his party 
it doubtful whether he will 
agree on terms that will be 
fair and equitable at any 
rate northern Mexico, we 
have no doubt, well severed 
from that republic & annexed 
to our union, and whether this 
will gorge the voracious appetite 
of our democracy is to be seen. 

If 
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If we condemn our conquests 
and finally prostrate Mexico, the 
nations of Europe will see some 
thing of the extent of our ambitions 
and shape their course to their 
own welfare . 

If Mexico submits to our encroach 
ments, why not Guatimala and 
the whole of the European possession 
in North America? 

The new mode of conquest by 
annexation, is truly a convenient 
one. When the people of a neigh 
boring country shall resolve to join 
our Union, Congress has only to pass 
a law for that purpose, and 
send an army of “ observation ”! to 
its outer boundary and all is accom 
plished Bonaparts scheme by 
conquest, was not so effectual. 

The British Provinces in America 
may next be submitted to the pro 
cess. 

Saturday . Morn cloudy, wind S.W. 
and then cloudy most of the day- 
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Another week has now elapsed 
without bringing us any im 
portant movement of our Army 
in Mexico. Gen Taylor’s head 
quarters are still at Montery 
where he is waiting for rein 
forcements of Mr Polks volun 
teers, part of which are 
not yet enlisted. What new 
plans will be devised by Gen 
Scott when he arrives and 
assumes the command, is un 
known. His experience & cau 
tion will not incline him to 
advance with undisciplined 
volunteers under raw officers 
who have to learn the first 
lessons of the Camp and whose 
zeal for service is their only grat 
ification. 

Mr. Polk may now have learned 
that his 50,000 volunteers are not 
quite so ready for actual service 
as he and his party had supposed 
and that men must be supplied 

with 
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provisions, as well arms & 
ammunition, and also that to 
conquer a country of 7 or 8 millions 
of inhabitants, is not an easy task. 

Gen Scott was aware of this at 
the commencement of the war, and 
risked his military reputation, in 
the eye of wild democracy, when 
he advised due preparation, & 
delay until the hot season had 
past. 

Gen Scott’s operations will prob 
ably now become more system 
atic, and his battles more strategical 
but he may find the want of regu 
lar troops , before he reaches the 
“Halls of Montezuma” and possibly 
a Torres Vedras in his way. 

Gen. Taylor has conducted his small 
force with ordinary skill, and fought 
his enemy with intrepidity; but 
more caution may be found ne 
cessary to insure success. 

The war, it is hoped, will soon be clos 
ed on equitable terms, and our wild 
democracy taught that peace is essen 
tial for the prosperity of our country. 
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Monday . Morn cloudy, wind 
SW, but the sun out part of the 
day. 

The sun has now reached the tropic of 
Capricorn, our greatest south decli 
nation = 23°..27’; amplitude 32’..41 
nearly) Hour quantities are slowly 
diminishing, and hence it would 
appear, that the obliquity of the ecliptic 
must become nothing in the course 
time, and a perpetual spring take 
place on the earth. 

But our profound astronomer 
say, a time will arrive when 
this notion, gaining less and 
less, will at length entirely cease, and 
the obliquity of the ecliptic will ap 
pear constant; after which the dis 
placement will commence in the 
opposite direction. The ecliptic will 
then gradually diverge from the 
equator by the same degrees accord 
ing to which it before approached; 

and 
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and these alternate states will 
constitute an endless oscilla 
tion, comprehended withing cer 
tain fixed limits; and that the 
plane of the ecliptic never will 
coincide with the plane of the 
equator. 

To demonstrate this position re 
quires an extensive knowledge 
of astronomy possessed but 
by a few. The subject is 
treated of in Farrar’s-Biots 
Astronomy under the head of 
Progressive Diminution of the 
Obliquity of the Ecliptic , page III; 
and, also, in other works on ma 
thematical astronomy, particu 
lary in those of Lagrane and 
Laplace , who claim to have de 
monstrated the stability of the solar 
system : or in other words, “that 
the planetary system will only oscillate 
about a mean state; and will never 
deviate from it, except by a very small 
quanity.”- 

As we extend our views into the 
recondite elements of Astronomy, we 
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find new and further proofs 
that a designing, infinitely wise 
and powerful agent exists, 
who contrived and put in mo 
tion the various bodies of the 
universe, and superintends the 
wonderful machine; and whether 
it is to continue for a time and 
then run down , as we say of 
a clock, or to continue eternally 
without derangement, we know 
not; but in either case the exist 
ence of this Great Agent is indubit 
ably established. But we are 
informed that Laplace and many 
other mathematical phisophers 
in France, deny this conclusion. 

In WhewelFs Astronomy and Gen 
eral Physics (Book 3d. Chapters 3d, 5 th , 
6 th ) an attempt is made to explain 
this tendency of great minds of de 
ductive habits & deep mathematics. 
Tuesday . Mom cloudy, wind 
N. P.M. snow fell 

The cost of the Connecticut River Rail 
road from Springfield to Greenfield, in 
eluding the Chicopee branch, and the 
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engines, cars, depots and 
furnitures, is estimated at about 
one million of dollars, $650,000 
of which, has been subscribed and 
paid in. About one half of the 
balance has been borrowed, and it 
is proposed to provide for the 
other half, by issuing new stock 

Greenfield Gazette & Courier 
In this estimate is included the con 
struction of the expensive bridges 
at Williamasett, the other at Cheap 
side in Deerfield, & others. Will the expense 
of the road afford an income after 
paying interest and the cost of operation 
and the repairs? I think it, at least, 
doubtful. Perhaps we have paid 
too dear for the whistle . 

That the road might have been built 
at much less expense, is obvious to all 
who are acquainted with the route 
first proposed through this town, & 
the numerous deep ravines avoided. 

The present rage for rail-roads 
especially on short routes, will be 
of short duration; and our farmers 
will find that agriculture is their proper em 
ployment These 
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These roads connecting our 
great trading marts are import 
ant, and may be maintained; but 
start routes for accommodating a few 
interior towns are inadmissible 
in the scale of economy, and if con 
structed, must fail of support. 

A rail road from Boston to Albany 
to connect with with the western roads 
in the state of N York, and another 
from the former place by Fitchburg, Bur 
lington, Plattsburgh and Ogdensburgh 
and all that are important for com 
manding the western & Northwestern trade, 
The project of a direct road from Bost 
on to New Haven, and from the latter 
to N York City is clearly idle, since 
a road is already constructed via Spring 
field; and the excess of distance by 
that town is of little consideration. 

The passage from Boston to New York 
City is now sufficiently rapid for 
all purposes, and from its devia 
tion from a direct route, it accom 
odates more of the interior trading 
stations, which is a consideration 
to be regarded in the choice of rail 
road routes. 

A direct road from Boston to 

New Haven 



New Haven, will pass through no great 
trading stations, but it would be 
injurious to others, now in oper 
ation, and by dividing the travel 
& transportation of goods, may be 
ruinous to the whole; and we may 
find, none sufficiently supported, 
as was the case with the turn pike 
roads in our country. Let us then 
avoid a smaller error on rail 
roads, and give aid to the great 
arteries which alone are use 
ful & regard being had to import 
and points in the interior of the 
country. The road from Boston 
to Albany is of the first importance 
to the former city, and since it is con 
structed at great expense, let us avail 
ourselves of it, in all cases where we 
would connect a route to the City of 
New-York: and the route by Spring 
field, Hartford & New Haven, answers 
all the purposes, of a direct route, 
and more extensively accomodates 
important stations in the interior 
of the country. A departure from 
these considerations will be neither 
wise no economical. 
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Wednesday . Mom fair, and N 
but soon veered to W. The day 
fair & pleasant for the Season; 
but after sun set the air be 
came very cold. From this 
time to the close of February we 
may look for cold weather though 
the suns declination south, 
will be on the decrease, which 
must be accounted for from the 
fact, that the effect does not imme 
diately follow the cause, as we 
see verified at the Autumnal and 
vernal equinox is when the sun’s 
altitude is equal. 

Now is the time for Mr. Polk 
to push his volunteers into south 
Mexico for the humane pur 
pose of conquest; but it appears 
they are not ready for the march, 

But the Massachusetts regiment will 
be ready as soon as the soldiers can 
be enlisted from Utopia , and 
Gen. Scott will mechanize them by 
the time the sun reaches the tropic 
of cancer. We are indeed “a powerful 
military nation, ready at all times for war .” 
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Thursday Fair morn, wind 
N. and air cold. PM cloudy 
This day is said to be the coldest 
we have had this season, but 
as I have no thermoter at hand, 

I am not able to determine the 
fact. This instrument is now 
in general use, but as it is often 
[ ] exposed to the air, and not 

at the same time of the day. I do 
not rely on the results as given 
at different places; and another 
cause of inaccuracy may be attribut 
ed to want of perfection in the 
construction; and we seldom find 
two of them giving the same results- 
For several years, I kept a registry of 
the thermometer attached to the 
case of a barometer, but I found 
it to vary considerably from a detach 
ed one, and gave up the observa 
tions. I have not however lost con 
fidence in thermometer, if it be well 
made, properly exposed and 
carefully observed. Perhaps it is the 
best instrument contrived for its intended 
purposes, though liable to errors. 
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Friday . Mom cloudy, wind SW; 
and day cloudy and are less 
cold, with some rain & snow. 

Second Vol of the Exploring Expedi 
tion. This continues the voyage 
from Tahiti through various 
groups in the southern ocean to 
Sidney in New-South Wales; and 
thence to the Antarctic Continent; thence 
back to Sidney; thence to New Zealand 
to explore that land, which contains 
an appendix closes the Vol- 
The coast of the New-Continent extend 
extends from east to west, and is 
so embarrassed with ice burgs 
and broken masses, that the navi 
gation is dangerous, and none 
of the ships were able to make 
a landing. The Peacock suffered 
severely, and was nearly being lost 
and she returned to Sidney before 
the rest of the Squadron to refit. 

The coast of the New Continent was 
traced for about 59 degrees of Longi 
tude, nearly upon the antarc 
tic circle 1500 miles Its existence is therefore 
ascertained beyond a doubt. 
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The Vol. includes a pretty 
full description of Tahiti, New 
South Wales, and New Zealand, 
where civilization has been plant 
ed since the voyages of Capt. Cook. 

The British settlements in New 
South Wales and Van Dumans land 
have become respectable, and pre 
sent a civilized people, where 
a short time since, nothing but 
rude savages were found; and ef 
forts have been made to carry civiliz 
ation into New Zealand, and an 
English acting Governor resides there. 

For History of New S Wales, see Chap. 87 th 
Saturday . Fair morn, wind NW 
and the day clear ~ 

Recent accounts from our Army 
in Mexico represent it in a deranged 
state, the volunteers, being insubordinate 
and are inclined to dictate the 
plans of the commanders. Every 
military man of judgment must 
have foreseen this state of things. An 
army of volunteer corps, who elect their 
officers, is but a disorderly mob. and no 
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experienced scientific officer, will 
readily consent to be placed at their 
head. Undisciplined men, confi 
dent of success, may be led into ac 
tion & even fight desperately for the 
first time, but misgive on a second 
trial: and the moment they be 
lieve themselves inferior to their ene 
my, they will fall into confu 
sion and retreat in spite of their 
officers. By this time Gen. Tay 
lor must have learned their character 
and no doubt would readily exchange 
them for regular troops: Nor will 
he find militia corps raised for the 
war , much more efficient. 

After a few months service in 

the field, our Massachusetts regiment , 

if filled up, will find [ ] 

real but an empty puff; that 

soldiers are not made in a taylors shop 

and that the love of home, is not 

to be guaranteed by absence. 

I would not throw a damp 
er over the military spirit 
in a just and necessary war, 
for 
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for the defense of our country; 
but war in all cases is a hazard 
ous alternative, and should if 
possible, be avoided. That Mr Polk 
has plunged us into an unnecessary 
contest with Mexico, is too obvious 
to need proof. But if Congress 
support him in the war by legal 
enactments, all must share in the 
expense of the burden. Yet does 
patriotism require voluntary aid 
when we believe the war unjust? 

This would be as erroneous as the 
doctrine that Kings can do no 
wrong, and our rights at the ballot 
boxes prostrated. This aid is not the 
duty of a free people, governed by con 
stitutions of their own framing. 

That the war will incur a tremend 
debt upon the nation, and retard 
the progress of improvement, is un 
deniable, and future generations may 
lament our folly. Mexico may be 
compelled to submit to our encroachments; 
she may become our vessel, but what 
will the civilized nations of the world 
say of our injustices! 
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Sunday . Morn cloudy, wind SW 
and day continued cloudy and 
the air more moderate than 
it has been for several days past; 
the snow 6 to 8 inches in depth 
Monday . Cloudy morn, wind SW 
the day fair at noon, & then cloudy. 
This morning we hear of the Death 
of Mrs Miranda Williams, widow 
of the late Solomon Williams. She 
was a daughter of Deacon Jonathan 
Arms of this town, and was 82 
years of age, has left six sons 
all of respectable standing in soci 
ety, two residing in Boston, the 
others in this town- 
The Exploring Expedition 
What man of a philosophical taste 
can peruse these volumes without 
the highest interest? They display 
to our view almost the whole of 
terrestrial phenomena, as well as 
the astonishing progress of arts & 
science, as they are developed 
by civilized nations and as applied 
to to our uses. We 



We now sit by our fire sides 
with the surface of the globe 
spread out before us, and 
trace the adventures, navigate 
through our historys and 
traverses, through shoals, islands, 

& iceburgs. to the utmost bonds 
of earth; and whenever land 
is found of any extent, we find 
it the abode of man, or the rest 
of other animals adapted to 
their conditions by a myster 
ious Providence, of whom 
we can form no adequate con 
caption; and all demonstrating 
his benevolence and care. 

In the Pacific ocean we discover a 
vast number of insolated trails of land, 
generally the abode of benign be 
ings, and none destitute of appro 
priate animals; and even in 
the open ocean the mighty whale 
and other monsters float at large. 
Without the arts of ship-building & 
navigation, how little would have 
been known of this display of the 
works of Providence. 

The Ancients who coasted along the 
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shores, of the Earthen continent with 
no other guide than the heavenly 
bodies, never ventured into the 
[ ] ocean bay and this sight of 

land and of course saw nothing 
of the wonders of the great deep. 

Since the discovery of the director 
power of the magnet, this cautious 
navigation is abandoned, and 
ships now stretch boldly into the 
widest ocean and shape their course 
with certainty in the darkest night, 
or most thickly clouded sky, with 
a certainty of position truly won 
derful: and but a small part 
of the globe now remains unexplored. 

To what perfection may not the pur 
suits of the peaceful arts & sciences carry 
man! Still navigation is attended 
with danger, and whether we shall 
ever be able to construct ships as to 
defy the storms of the ocean is yet 
to be seen. It now remains a duty 
of the civilized nations to extend their 
arts & sciences to men in all parts of 
the habitable world, and teach him 
the dignity to which he may [ ] 

by a due application of the laws 
of nature to his purposes. 
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29 N & soon veered to SW. 

the day continued fair & the 
air not severely cold. In the 
evening cloudy.- 
Still perusing the Exploring Voy 
age which I find very interesting 
and instructive. In the 2d Vol. 
we find a pretty full account of 
the British settlements at New South 
Wales and the recent settlement 
of New Zealand, both of which 
were in a savage state in the 
time of Cook, or as late as 
1788, when the first convicts 
were landed at Botany Bay 
in the former, under Governor 
Philips who soon after re 
moved to Port Jackson and 
commenced the settlement at Sid 
ney. which is said now to con 
tain 24,000 inhabitants & the country 
many other towns & villages, all un 
der a governor who has a body 
of regular troops. As the exploring 
squad did not land at Van Diemens 
land no description of it is given. 
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The whole population of 

Deer South Wales in 1841 is said to be be (one 

29 130,856, and about one fourth 

(-1-844-1 from Lat. f—} 10°..37’ to 39°..02’ 

South, on the eastern coast of 
New Holland. 

Great Britain has three other 
colonies in Australia, at Swan 
river on the west coast, south 
Australia on the south, and North 
Australia on the north coast, the 
population about 15,000: 
Notwithstanding, say, Commodore 
Wilkes, I have mentioned many things 
that have struck us as requiring 
great reform, yet the whole im 
pression left on my mind is, that 
it is a glorious colony , which 
the mother country, and the whole 
Anglo Saxon race, may well be 
be proved of, and that it ought to 
claim much more attention 
than it apparently claims from 
the home government. 

New Zealand is coming into 
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nature, and is a desirable rendez 
vous for whalers; and the 
whaling fleet, wholly employed 
in the coast in the spring of 1840, 

[ ] to 100 sail 

Wednesday . Mom cloudy and 
wind N. with snow, day cloudy 
David S. Hoyt, Son of Horatio 
Hoyt, informs his father by let 
ter from Newtown, that he has 
enlisted into the ordinance Corps 
and is ordered to Point Comfort, in 
Virginia. Whether this corps is 
to do duty with the army in Mexi 
co, I am not certain. Our young friend 
may regret his position, or he may 
become attached to it, and continue 
in the service after peace takes place. 
For some time past he has been 
perusing my military library, and 
his zeal in the cause of democracy 
is unbounded; but he has been cau 
tioned of the dangers of the climate 
of Mexico and the hardships of a 
soldiers life; but experience will 
be his best school. But with 


the 
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his notions of liberty & radicalism 
I cannot conceive that he can sub 
mit to that rigid discipline ne 
cessary in the military profession 
whether as an officer or a soldier 
every principle of which, is op 
posed to the democratic course 
I feel deep regret at the course 
the young man has taken and 
fear that he will himself misplaced 
under the iron hand of discipline 
The business of the corps however 
may not be called for in the field 
but performed in at the military 
stations within the United States 
in preparing artillery & munitions 
for the army & navy like that of 
the Laboratory at Wolwich in En 
gland, near London. 

Thursday . Morn cloudy wind 
S.W.; and day continued cloudy. 
My birth day . Born in the 
antiquated house contiguous to the 
new brick church, on the 31 st day 
of December 1765,1 now enter my 
82 year, my health much as 


on 



on my last birth day; but 
in the course of last year 
I find my eye-sight none im 
proved, and with difficulty I read 
ordinary letter printing which 
deprives me of the pleasure of Book 
reading, especially in a room not 
well lighted: and of course, read 
but little in the evening. Books 
however are my great resort and as 
Socrates. Since my infancy great 
wants have occurred in the world, most 
of which are within my recollection; 
arts & sciences have made wonderful 
progress, and man seems capable 
of a higher degree of knowledge by 
the study of the laws of nature as 
they are daily presented to our view. 

Wars however continue to disgrace the 
world, but it is hoped further im 
provements will banish them forever. 

The system of Government adopted by 
the United States would insure us peace 
& prosperity, were we as good as the system. 
Alas! here is the great error. 



